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Between 1946-1964, 
76 million persons were born-
an entirely new generational 
grouping; one third of 
the entire U.S. population. 
These"iboomers" are now 
moving into middle adulthood. 
Orvin and Colleene White 
T h e Rev. Orv in W h i t e is a special person , a mod-
e rn -day Jonah . Dur ing Wor ld War II he served in the 
Un i t ed Sta tes Navy, in both the Atlant ic and Pacif ic . 
Orv in accep ted Chr is t dur ing a 1950 tent mee t ing in Syl-
vatus, Va. Th i s par t icu lar tent mee t ing was organized by 
Rev. Paul W o l g e m u t h and p reached by Rev. Hess 
Brubaker . Later , Orv in and his w i f e Col leene had the 
specia l honor of be ing bap t ized by B i s h o p C.N. Hoste t -
ter in B ig Creek , near the Farr is M i n e s Bre thren in Chris t 
Church . 
In spite of this ausp ic ious induct ion into the broth-
e rhood , Orv in res is ted w h a t he knew to be G o d ' s will , 
that he b e c o m e a Bre th ren in Chris t minister . Instead, 
Orv in spent six years dr i f t ing around, dr iving tractor 
t rai lers f o r three d i f fe ren t compan ie s : Assoc ia te Trans-
port , H e n n i s Fre igh t Lines , and Bur l ing ton Industr ies . 
T h e n G o d f inal ly got his at tent ion. Orv in was ove rcome 
by diesel f u m e s , and lay c lose to 
dea th in a hospi ta l e m e r g e n c y 
r o o m in Ohio . T h a t ' s w h e n Orv in 
p rayed , "Lord , if y o u ' l l jus t let 
m e live to c o m e b a c k to Virginia 
"Special People" profiles a 
wide variety of Brethren in 
Christ members of all ages and 
from all walks of life. 
you and go wherever you lead." Orv in was able to go 
back to Virginia, where he sold his new h o m e af te r l iving 
in it for only eleven months . H e moved his f ami ly into a 
twenty-e ight foot trailer at Mess i ah Col lege. T h e rest is 
ecclesiast ical history. 
Af t e r 32 years of dis t inguished service, Rev. W h i t e 
ret ired f r o m pastoral minis t ry on July 31, 1988, a l though 
he ' s never s topped fi l l ing pulpi ts . H e fee ls his two great-
est accompl i shmen t s were the plant ing or revital izing of 
several Bre thren in Chris t congregat ions (in Mass i l lon , 
Ohio , and R o a n o k e and Dubl in , Va.), and the discovery 
and deve lopment of several present Bre thren in Chris t 
pastors: Woody Dal ton (Harr isburg, Pa.), J a m e s D e B o w 
(Hillsvil le, Va.), Calv in Hambl in (Massi l lon, Ohio) , and 
Stuart Kelly (Chambersburg , Pa.) . 
Rev. Whi t e and Col leene recent ly ce lebra ted their 
f i f t ie th wedd ing anniversary. T h e Whi tes have t w o 
daughters , Ina Davis and Kat-
r ina Cole , and present ly res ide 
in Troutvil le , Va. Rev. Whi t e is 
a par t - t ime bus driver and 
Col leene is emp loyed at Lewis 
Ga le Cl inic in Sa lem, Va. 
S P E C I A L N O T E : 
P e a P O s % O s : h a n V O s 
are invited. 
You are invited to submit a 
short article about some "Spe-
cial Person" you would like to 
introduce to Visitor readers. 
Articles should be typewritten, 
preferably 300-400 words, and 
must have the approval of the 
person being profiled. If your 
article is accepted for publica-
tion, we will contact you to 
secure a photo for publication 
(which will be returned). 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. Prepared by Gary Freymiller from 
information provided by Orvin White. 
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A new paradigm 
for ministry: 
Afew weeks ago we were met at an airport by a 62-year-old man f rom the church where 
we were to lead a seminar. On the 
way to the motel he asked what kind 
of seminar we would be leading, 
and we responded that it was to help 
the mature adult ministry in the 
church become more effective. 
We asked if he was involved in 
any of the church's older adult activ-
ities and he immediately responded, 
"Oh, no. I guess my age would qual-
ify me, but I 'm too busy. My wife 
and I just returned from a vacation 
on the coast. I ' m involved in a ser-
vice club in my community. And 
any spare time I have I spend around 
the house in my garden or shop. 
Besides, when my friends and I 
want to go somewhere, we drive; we 
don' t go on a bus trip to get there." 
This man is typical of a new gen-
erational grouping that has devel-
oped in North America. We call 
them "middle adults." Men and 
women in this group are approxi-
mately 50-70 years old, much like 
our new friend. They are often 
retired or partially retired, healthy, 
and happy with their stage in life. 
And, most importantly, they do not 
see themselves as "senior adults." 
Why a new approach is needed 
Most church leaders realize that 
the present senior adult group does 
not attract middle adults, and never 
will. Why? 
1. Middle adults do not perceive 
themselves as "seniors," and any-
thing that remotely resembles an 
by Win Arn and 
Charles Arn 
Middle Adults 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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activity for that generation will repel 
middle adults. ("We drive; we don' t 
take the bus.") Even if the program 
seems to be of interest, if it is a 
senior adult activity, most middle 
adults will not attend. To do so 
would betray their own self-identity. 
A new approach is needed. 
2. Most present senior adult 
groups are "saturated." This means 
that the group can not add additional 
new members , only replace mem-
bers who leave. Like a saturated 
sponge that can hold no more water, 
a saturated group can hold no more 
members. Groups of any age or size 
will eventually saturate, but senior 
adult groups are particularly prone 
to this phenomenon. While there are 
a number of reasons for a group be-
coming saturated, the primary one is 
that after two years together, the his-
tory and traditions and relationships 
are so strong that they inadvertently 
keep others out. This describes the 
state of most senior adult groups in 
churches across America. A new 
approach is needed. 
3. When a church has only one 
senior adult group (as most churches 
that have any older adult ministry 
do), that group tends to attract just 
one slice of the widely diverse 
mosaic of mature adults. People 
who share the interests and needs of 
that one group find a place, but 
those who don' t , feel uncomfortable 
and don ' t attend. A new approach is 
needed. 
4. Most senior adult groups, by 
their own admission, are ineffective 
at outreach to prospective new 
members, be they in or outside the 
church. In a recent survey we con-
ducted of 500 churches, the leaders 
of those groups rated outreach as the 
least effective of all activities of 
their ministry. A new approach is 
needed. 
Gail Sheehy, in her recent book, 
New Passages, discusses this gener-
ational grouping and makes the 
observation: "American society is 
only in its infancy of this adult revo-
lution.... The territory of the mid-
• • • • • • • • • 
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During the next 
18 years, someone in 
the United States will 
turn 50 every eight 
seconds. That is 
because between 
1946-1964, 76 million 
persons were born— 
an entirely new gener-
ational grouping; 
one third of the entire 
U.S. population. 
forties, fifties, and sixties and 
beyond is changing so fundamental-
ly it now opens up whole new pas-
sages and stages of life" (New Pas-
sages, New York: Random House, 
1995, p. 6). 
Who are middle adults? 
Why the term "middle adults?" 
Because that's just what they are. 
Most have 20-30 years of life ahead 
of them, and really are in the middle 
years of their adulthood. If adult life 
covers the span of years between 20 
years and 80 years old, the mid-
point in adult life for many people is 
50. 
Based on the latest U.S. census, 
there are 42,252,650 "middle 
adults"—16 percent of the popula-
tion. (In comparison, there are only 
half as many "senior adults"— 
21,120,624—over age 70.) 
Despite the fact that middle 
adults, at age 50, qualify for mem-
bership in AARP, take senior dis-
counts, and are often receiving 
retirement income, their self-image 
is anything but a "senior." And now 
that the first "baby boomers" are 
turning 50, the term "senior citizen" 
will become increasingly unpopular. 
Only as people begin moving into 
their 70s and beyond, will they 
reach the maturity of mind that 
allows for them to be comfortable 
with the term "senior adult." 
Characteristics of middle adults 
1. Middle adults are at their peak 
of influence and possess great ener-
gy. They are natural leaders in civic 
life and the community, but are gen-
erally overlooked in church. 
2. Their children are growing up 
and leaving home, causing them to 
face an "empty nest." 
3. They are starting to think about 
retirement. 
4. They are spending increasing 
energy in leisure time activities. 
5. Their self-image is beginning 
to change as they experience a 
decline in physical capacity. 
David Wolfe, a senior adult researcher, suggests a number of changes 
that occur in the thinking process of adults: 
YOUNG ADULTS MATURE ADULTS 
Heavily influenced by peers Declining influence by peers 
Highly materialistic values Declining materialistic values 
More objective More subjective 
More extrospective More introspective 
Perceptions in black and white Perceptions in shades of gray 
More rigid More flexible 
More subordinated to others More individualistic 
More predictable behavior More discretionary behavior 
More price sensitive More quality sensitive 
Simple ways of determining Complex ways of determining 
values values 
Detail oriented Whole-picture oriented 
J 
Measuring the effectiveness of your iddle adult ministry 
How can you know if your church's ministry to mid-
dle adults is effective? Against what measures can you 
evaluate your present programming and the direction to 
move for greater ministry? 
In researching churches across the country, we have 
found four common denominators that appear in effec-
tive middle adult ministries: (1) service, (2) outreach 
and assimilation, (3) Christian formation, and (4) fel-
lowship. 
Following is a self-scoring inventory which will help 
you evaluate your present middle adult ministry in each 
of these four key areas. It can also provide you with a 
"road map" for enhancing your middle adult ministry as 
you develop plans to move items below f rom "no" to 
"yes." 
Service ("giving time and energy to Christ 
through giving time and energy to benefit others") 
1. There is an ongoing effort to identify and provide 
meaningful roles and tasks to our middle adult mem-
bers. 
2. We provide training for our middle adult members 
prior to a role or task which they assume. 
3. Our middle adults are helped to identify and use their 
spiritual gifts in ministry. 
4. We have a method of identifying middle adult indi-
viduals and families who are in need in the church or 
community and providing appropriate assistance. 
5. At least twice a year our middle adults sponsor a ser-
vice project in which a large number of individuals 
participate. 
6. We have specific leadership (staff, volunteer, com-
mittee) responsible for ministry to and with middle 
adults. 
Christian Formation ("enabling men and 
women to grow toward Christlikeness") 
1. We have a monthly Bible study for middle adults, 
other than in the Sunday school context. 
2. Our middle adult groups plan specific learning expe-
riences to help members develop "Christ-likeness." 
3. Every midd le adult g roup activity has a e lement 
designed to help members grow in their personal faith. 
4. Our middle adult members are learning about prayer, 
and are encouraged to grow in their personal and 
group prayer life. 
5. We have a plan where each middle adult group mem-
ber is specifically prayed for at least monthly. 
6. Our church provides resources and seminars related to 
spiritual growth, which our middle adult members 
know about and use. 
7. We sponsor at least one missions experience each 
year in which middle adults are specifically encour-
aged to become involved. 
Outreach and Assimilation ("reaching out to 
and involving people as active members 
in the church and adult group") 
1. At least once each quarter we have an event specifi-
cally p lanned and p romoted to reach out to un-
churched middle adults in our community. 
2. We have an evangelism training course specifically 
for middle adults. 
3. Specific prayer for unchurched friends, neighbors, 
and relatives is part of our middle adult activities. 
4. Middle adult groups have a purpose statement which 
includes outreach to unchurched men and women. 
5. We have an active and effective procedure for identi-
fying prospective new members from the middle adult 
age group. 
6. One or more persons are specifically responsible for 
greeting visitors and newcomers, introducing them 
to others and making them feel welcome at all middle 
adult group functions. 
7. Our middle adult groups have a method for obtaining 
the names of adult church members, and contacting 
them about our programs. 
8. The middle adult groups establish yearly member-
ship and/or attendance goals. 
9. We have started at least one new group for middle 
adults based on age, interests, or lifestyle in the past 
two years. 
Fellowship ("establishing close friendships and 
relationships among adult group members") 
1. We have at least one quarterly outing for middle adult 
members and friends. 
2. We have an intentional strategy to help middle adult 
members build stronger relationships with each other. 
3. At least once a month every member of the middle 
adult groups receives a contact from the church or the 
group. 
4. We have a way to identify middle adult members 
with special needs and a way for other middle adult 
members to respond. 
5. Our middle members frequently get together infor-
mally outside the regular meetings. 
6. Our middle adult groups keep records to recognize 
and celebrate occasions in members ' lives (i.e. birth-
days, anniversaries, retirements, new grandchildren, 
honors, etc.) 
7. We have a method or program designed to build and 
strengthen inter-generational relationships within our 
church membership. 
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EMERGING YOUNG MIDDLE SENIOR ELDERLY 
ADULTS ADULTS ADULTS ADULTS ADULTS 
18-30 yrs. 30-50 yrs. 50-70 yrs. 70-80 yrs. 80+ yrs. 
48,050,312 73,314,363 42,252,250 21,120,124 7,013,904 
6. T h e y are ad jus t ing to aging 
parents and their own responsibi l i ty 
to them. 
Dav id Wol fe , a senior adult 
researcher , be l ieves the thought pro-
cess actual ly changes as adul ts m o v e 
f r o m y o u n g to older. (See the char t 
on page 5.) "As peop le mature , their 
th inking integrates the subject ivi ty 
of ch i ldhood with the object ivi ty of 
y o u n g adu l thood . M a t u r e consumer s 
r e spond to marke t ing that re f lec ts 
five key concep ts : a u t o n o m y and 
se l f -suff ic iency, social and spiri tual 
connec tedness , a l t ru ism, personal 
growth , and revi tal izat ion. Case 
s tudies show that in tegrat ing these 
m e s s a g e s into adver t is ing attracts 
o lder c u s t o m e r s " ("Target ing the 
M a t u r e Mind , " American Demo-
graphics', Mar . 1994, p. 32). 
In reali ty there are five s tages of 
adu l thood wh ich church leaders 
w o u l d do wel l to unders tand and 
consider . (See the char t above. ) Each 
genera t iona l g roup ing is a legi t imate 
s tage in adu l thood fo r wh ich church 
leaders wou ld do well to study, 
unders tand , and plan. 
A new generational 
ministry opportunity 
We strongly encourage you to 
begin b roaden ing your minis t ry 
strategy to inc lude the midd le adul ts 
in y o u r church . W h a t wou ld an 
e f fec t ive minis t ry to midd le adul ts 
inc lude? 
Whi l e the specif ic activit ies and 
func t ions of each chu rch ' s midd le 
adul t minis t ry will vary, there are 
fou r c o m m o n denomina to r s that 
leaders should intent ional ly inc lude 
in their p lann ing : spiri tual f o r m a -
tion, fe l lowship , out reach, and ser-
vice. 
Getting started 
H o w can y o u begin the process of 
es tabl ishing a new ministry strategy 
fo r midd le adults in and outs ide 
your church? Here are some imme-
diate " to d o ' s " to get started. 
1. Establ ish a task fo rce of five to 
seven midd le adults. Have them 
develop a purpose s tatement , which 
includes an intentional focus on the 
fou r key areas of: service, Chris t ian 
fo rmat ion , outreach, and fe l lowship . 
2. Conduc t a survey and analysis 
of midd le adults in your own 
church. Learn how many people fit 
in this age category, their f ami ly and 
mari ta l status, c o m m o n concerns 
and needs , and c o m m o n interests. 
3. Conduc t a demograph ic analy-
sis of your communi ty . Usual ly such 
in format ion is available at the local 
l ibrary or c h a m b e r of commerce . 
4. Plan two high visibili ty events 
targeted for and p romoted to middle 
adults , both in and outs ide the 
church. A high visibili ty event is a 
church-sponsored activity to which 
n o n - m e m b e r s feel comfor t ab le 
a t tending and m e m b e r s feel com-
for table inviting their f r iends . 
The church lost 
many of these adults 
when they were 
teenagers. Some 
came back in young 
adulthood for 
the benefit of their 
families and 
children. Now there 
is an opportunity to 
reach more of them 
as they move into 
middle adulthood. 
5. Survey the people w h o at tend-
ed the event and learn about their 
interests. In wha t areas could the 
church provide unique, need-mee t -
ing minis t ry? Then plan a yea r ' s 
activities based on these needs and 
your stated purpose . 
The middle adults are coming 
Dur ing the next 18 years , some-
one in the Uni ted States will turn 50 
every eight seconds. Tha t is because 
be tween 1946-1964, 76 mil l ion per-
sons were b o r n — a n entirely new 
generat ional g rouping; one third of 
the entire U.S . popula t ion . These 
" b o o m e r s " are now mov ing into 
middle adul thood. 
The church lost many of them as 
teenagers . S o m e c a m e back in 
young adul thood for the benef i t of 
their fami l ies and chi ldren. N o w 
there is an oppor tuni ty to reach 
m o r e as they m o v e into middle 
adul thood. But the present senior 
adult g roup will not, in most cases, 
hold the key fo r outreach to those 
baby boomers . 
And there are many 50- to 70-
year-old middle adul ts in your 
church r ight now w h o are not go ing 
to be in your senior adult g roup fo r 
years, if ever. W h y not deve lop a 
model middle adult ministry in the 
coming year? 
Win Arn and Charles Arn are leaders in 
the field of mature adult ministry. Win Arn is 
the honorary chairman of the coming Second 
North American Congress on the Church and 
the Age Wave. Dates are April 29—May 2. 
1997. Information on the Congress may be 
obtained by writing Glen Eyrie Conference 
Center, P.O. Box 6000, Colorado Springs, 
CO, 80934-6000. Charles Arn serves as pres-
ident of Church Growth, Inc., an organiza-
tion devoted to "helping people and churches 
grow into the twenty-first century." The Arns 
have co-authored ten books. 
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by Eric and Elisa Seibert 
\ x / > f • f 
.'/{A- I cton 
^ c L i J l C l 1 / 
I VOL/ rebels! 
IT JUST DOESN'T SEEM FAIR! F o r t h e p a s t f o r t y y e a r s M o s e s h a s t rudged across the wilderness with 
a congrega t ion that wou ld cause any 
pas tor to think twice about his or her 
cal l ing. Not only has M o s e s pat ient ly 
endured the moan ing and groaning of 
the ungra te fu l Israeli tes, he repea ted-
ly in te rceded fo r them w h e n f o o d or 
wate r ran low and even s tayed G o d ' s 
hand w h e n they w e r e about to be de-
s t royed. But then, wi th the p romised 
land in sight, M o s e s makes one tech-
nical e r ror and is fo rever bar red f r o m 
cross ing the Jordan . W h a t happened? 
T h e story is r ecorded in N u m b e r s 
20. H e r e w e f ind the Israeli tes u p to 
the i r o ld t r i cks aga in , c o m p l a i n i n g 
a b o u t t h e i r l a c k of l i q u i d s . " N o w 
there was no water fo r the c o m m u n i -
ty, and the people ga thered in opposi -
t i on to M o s e s a n d A a r o n " ( N u m . 
20:2) . They ques t ion M o s e s ' mot ives 
for br inging them out into the wilder-
ness , cha rg ing h im with fa lse adver-
t ising. " W h y did you br ing us u p out 
of Egypt , to this terr ible p lace? It has 
no grain or f igs, g rapev ines or p o m e -
g r a n a t e s . A n d the re is no w a t e r to 
d r ink!" ( N u m . 20:5) . You d o n ' t have 
ou r bes t i n t e r e s t s in m i n d , M o s e s ! 
You h a v e l ed u s on a w i l d g o o s e 
chase ! W e have been dece ived! 
Wi th these accusa t ions still r ing-
i n g in h i s e a r s , M o s e s " g o e s t o 
Eric and Elisa Seibert are both presently 
students at Asbury Theological Seminary in 
Kentucky and plan to graduate this May. Eric 
is a member of the Morning Chapel congre-
gation and Elisa is a member of the Harris-
burg Brethren in Christ congregation. 
church" with his brother Aaron. Af te r 
fa l l ing on their faces in h u m b l e wor-
ship, " the glory of the Lord appeared 
to them." Clear ins t ruct ions regard-
i n g t h e s o l u t i o n to t h i s a p p a r e n t 
d i l e m m a are given to these leaders . 
M o s e s is to take the rod and speak to 
the rock in the presence of the people. 
S i m p l e e n o u g h . Yet, w h e n M o s e s 
emerges f r o m the tent of meet ing and 
m a r c h e s to the rock , he dec ide s to 
strike instead of speak, and twice at 
that. To add insult to injury, M o s e s 
additionally gives the people a tongue 
lashing they w o n ' t soon forget , "Lis-
ten, you rebels . M u s t we br ing you 
water out of this rock?" Water comes 
forth in abundance and Moses decides 
to call it a day. As he heads for home , 
he hears a f ami l i a r voice cal l ing in 
the distance: "Moses. . .oh, Moses. You 
d idn ' t sanct i fy my name. You m a d e 
M o s e s l o o k g o o d w h e n y o u had a 
chance to m a k e G o d look good."1 
T h o u g h w e a re not to ld exac t ly 
what prompted Moses to act as he did, 
there is no quest ion that his act ions 
were displeasing to God . To be sure, 
striking the rock was an act of disobe-
dience. Yet speaking to the people as 
Moses did seems the more serious sin. 
Moses implied by his p resumptuous 
words that he and Aaron were respon-
sible fo r producing the water. "Mus t 
we bring you water out of this rock?" 
Still, you might ask, was this such a 
ser ious sin as to exclude Moses f r o m 
the land of p romise? 
Here w e mus t r e m e m b e r the cen-
tral role M o s e s has p layed in the sig-
nificant events in Israel 's national his-
tory up to this t ime, events such as 
the E x o d u s and the receiving of the 
Law at Sinai . M o s e s ' p rominen t role 
necessari ly created a potential danger 
for the people of Israel, that of mis-
taking w h o was really del ivering and 
leading the people . G o d would not, 
and, for that matter, could not, tolerate 
any such confus ion since he was the 
one w h o w a s u l t ima te ly ca r ing f o r 
them, mee t ing their every need. G o d 
was the one w h o had del ivered them 
f r o m the bondage of the Egypt ians . 
G o d was the one w h o led them with 
c l o u d by d a y and p i l l a r of f i r e by 
night. G o d was the one w h o had pro-
vided manna , quail , and water in the 
w i l d e r n e s s . A n d G o d w a s the o n e 
w h o was about to br ing them into the 
p romised land f lowing with milk and 
honey. There was absolutely no room 
fo r M o s e s to s tep into the spotl ight 
and take all the glory. To do so would 
have c a u s e d the p e o p l e to l o o k to 
Moses rather than to God once they 
got into the p romised land and found 
themselves in need.2 Thus, God had to 
selectively remove Moses f r o m center 
stage so that there wou ld be no such 
confus ion . 
IN LIGHT OF THE THEME f o r t h e 
1996 Genera l C o n f e r e n c e of the 
Bre thren in Chris t Church , "Fo r 
the Glory of God," this story stands as 
a so l emn w a r n i n g of the d a n g e r of 
be ing "glory grabbers ." We face pre-
cisely the same diff iculty and tempta-
t ion as M o s e s d id . W e s o m e t i m e s 
want to take control and do things our 
o w n way , a w a y w h i c h i n e v i t a b l y 
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We face precisely the same difficulty and 
temptation as Moses did. We sometimes 
want to take control and do things our 
own way, a way which inevitably ends up 
making us look good rather than God. 
t h a n G o d . G o d is r o b b e d of g l o r y 
w h e n w e g ive the impress ion that w e 
are the ones causing the growth in our 
church , or the g rowth in our lives, for 
that matter . To b e h a v e as t hough our 
g i f t e d n e s s , o u r t a l e n t s , o r o u r r e -
sources are the d i rec t cause f o r the 
a d v a n c e m e n t of the K i n g d o m of G o d 
is to depr ive G o d of the glory due his 
n a m e . L i k e w i s e , G o d ' s g lo ry is e f -
f aced w h e n w e live and act as though 
be ing G o d ' s chi ld m a k e s no tangible 
d i f f e rence in the w a y w e conduc t our 
d a y - t o - d a y a f f a i r s or dea l w i th the 
p ressures of l ife. W h e n w e l ive with 
the s a m e level of anxiety, fear, and 
s e l f - d e p e n d e n c y as t h e res t of the 
wor ld , there is little c h a n c e of people 
see ing G o d ' s g lory th rough us. 
O n the o the r hand , G o d is glori-
f ied w h e n credi t is g iven whe re cred-
it is due. God is glorified w h e n people 
are h e l p e d to see that the b less ings 
our church or denomina t ion migh t be 
e x p e r i e n c i n g r e s u l t f r o m t h e g r a -
c iousness of G o d , albeit a G o d w h o 
chooses to w o r k th rough h u m a n ves-
sels! M o r e o v e r , w h e n those a round 
us can see that G o d is the source of 
our strength and hope, br inging peace 
a m i d s t t u r b u l e n c e and c a l m amids t 
s torms, he is g lor i f ied . G o d is glori-
f i e d w h e n w e l i v e t r a n s p a r e n t l y , 
a l lowing Chr is t to shine th rough us 
in all that w e are and in all that w e do 
f o r his n a m e ' s sake. 
G o d is w o r t h y of such g lory be-
c a u s e of h i s g o o d c h a r a c t e r . G o d 
revealed his character to Moses as one 
w h o is "compass iona te and gracious 
...slow to anger, abounding in love and 
f a i t h f u l n e s s a n d t ru th , m a i n t a i n i n g 
l o v e t o t h o u s a n d s a n d f o r g i v i n g 
wickedness , rebell ion and sin. Yet he 
does not leave the guilty unpunished" 
(Ex. 34:6-7). We have the opportunity 
and privi lege to glor i fy God each day 
by l iving in such a w a y that poin ts 
people to G o d rather than to us. 
THAT GIVING GOD his due glory w a s not mere ly a conce rn of M o s e s ' day is indicated by the 
fact that the early church had to wres-
tle with this very issue on more than 
o n e o c c a s i o n . In f ac t , the b o o k of 
Ac t s p resen t s us wi th s t r iking con-
trasts of those w h o did and did not 
give glory to God. You will r emember 
that w h e n Peter arr ived at the house 
of Cornel ius , Cornel ius fell down and 
worsh ipped h im. Whi le Peter could 
have accepted this worsh ip , instead 
he " m a d e h i m get up. 'S t and up.. .I 
am only a man m y s e l f ' " (Acts 10:26). 
Or take Paul and Barnabas, for exam-
ple. Af t e r Paul hea led a l ame man at 
Lystra, the people called h im H e r m e s 
and Barnabas they cal led Zeus . They 
e v e n w a n t e d to o f f e r s a c r i f i c e s to 
t h e s e m e n ! T a l k a b o u t a g o l d e n 
opportunity to receive praise and ado-
rat ion f r o m people! Yet not ice h o w 
t h e y r e s p o n d e d . " T h e y t o r e t h e i r 
clothes and rushed out into the crowd, 
shout ing, ' M e n , w h y are you doing 
th is? We too are men , h u m a n s l ike 
you. We are br inging you good news , 
tel l ing you to turn f r o m these worth-
less things to the l iving G o d ' " (Acts 
14:14-15). 
W h e n such divine acc la im is be-
s towed upon King Herod , however , 
he takes a ra ther d i f ferent approach. 
As he is mak ing a speech to the peo-
p le of Tyre and S i d o n , they b e g i n 
shout ing out, "This is the voice of a 
god, not of a m a n . " Ins tead of stop-
p ing the people , he apparen t ly w a s 
qui te en joy ing the who le affair . Yet, 
b e c a u s e he f a i l ed to g ive c red i t to 
w h o m credi t w a s due , " i m m e d i a t e -
ly...an angel of the Lord struck h i m 
d o w n , and he w a s ea ten by w o r m s 
and died" (Acts 12:23). If anyone still 
has doubts about the ser iousness of 
robbing God of his glory, this story 
should be the cure! 
So m a y b e it w a s n ' t so unfa i r a f te r 
a l l . E v e n t h o u g h M o s e s w a s n o t 
a l l o w e d to en te r in to the p r o m i s e d 
l a n d , at l e a s t he d i d n ' t e n d u p as 
w o r m f o o d ! A n d w h a t a b o u t y o u ? 
H o w will you respond to those w h o 
give you praise that rightfully belongs 
to G o d ? Will you live and act in such 
a way that all you say and do is truly 
" fo r the glory of G o d ? " Or will you 
seek praise and honor fo r yourse l f? 
Will you be a g lory-grabber or a glo-
r i f ier? The choice is yours . 
'We are indebted to Dr. John Oswalt of 
Asbury Theological Seminary for this illus-
tration. 
2For this idea of the possibility of role con-
fusion, we are indebted to Dr. Terry Bren-
singer of Messiah College. 
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RECENTLY I, a long with eleven o t h e r m e n f r o m ou r c h u r c h , had the pr ivi lege of a t tending 
a " W a k e - u p Ca l l " hos ted by P romise 
Keepers . This ga ther ing of fou r hun-
dred m e n w a s cha l lenged to cons ider 
their involvement in the work of Jesus 
C h r i s t in t h e i r h o m e , c h u r c h , a n d 
communi ty . 
T h r o u g h the s ing ing of cho ruses 
a n d h y m n s , t h e m e s s a g e , a n d t h e 
t imes of in tense in tercess ion fo r our 
p a s t o r s and ou r c o m m u n i t y , I w a s 
cha l l enged in m y own personal l ife 
t o b e c o m e a m a n of commitment, 
integrity, and action. T h r o u g h tears 
of j o y in the songs of pra ise and tears 
of r e p e n t a n c e , I h a v e s t a r t ed on a 
j ou rney to b e c o m e m o r e like Chris t . 
Before the night was over, God had 
already begun to honor m y new com-
mi tmen t as m y son also m a d e a pub-
lic r e c o m m i t m e n t of his l i fe to the 
w o r k of J e s u s Chr i s t , and a f r i e n d 
( w h o m I had invited to a t tend) s tood 
and wa lked to the f ron t of the sanctu-
ary and prayed to receive Jesus Christ. 
P e r h a p s y o u h a v e n o t h e a r d of 
Promise Keepers . (You really have no 
e x c u s e , b e c a u s e Dr . H e n r y G i n d e r 
reported in a previous issue of the Vis-
itor on a rally that he at tended.) How-
ever, let m e sha re j u s t a f e w fac t s . 
P r o m i s e Keepers exists pr imar i ly to 
serve the local church in cal l ing and 
un i t i ng m e n to b e c o m e god ly m e n 
and to ignite t hem to take a s tand for 
Jesus Chr is t . It acts as a leadersh ip 
t ra ining and equ ipp ing g roup to he lp 
chu rches build e f fec t ive m e n ' s min-
istries. 
A Promise Keeper is commit ted to: 
1. Honor ing Jesus Chris t through 
prayer , worsh ip , and obed ience 
to his Word , in the p o w e r of the 
Holy Spiri t ; 
2. Pursu ing vital relat ionships with 
a smal l g r o u p of m e n , under -
s tanding that he needs brothers 
to he lp h i m keep his p romises ; 
3. Prac t ic ing spiri tual , mora l , ethi-
cal, and sexual pur i ty; 
4. Bui ld ing s t rong mar r iages and 
fami l i e s th rough pro tec t ion and 
biblical values; 
Do we need a 
*wake-up 
call"? 
Harold Albrecht chairs General Confer-
ence Board. He lives in Petersburg. Ont. 
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5. Suppor t ing the miss ion of his 
church by honor ing and pray-
ing for his pastor and by active-
ly giving his t ime and resources; 
6. Reach ing beyond any racial and 
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l b a r r i e r s t o 
demons t ra te the power of bibli-
cal unity; 
7. I n f l u e n c i n g h i s w o r l d , b e i n g 
o b e d i e n t to t h e G r e a t C o m -
mandmen t (Mark 12:30-31) and 
t h e G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n 
(Mat thew 28:19-20) . 
God desires us to be men of com-
mi tment , integrity, and act ion. 
As I thought of those three words— 
commi tmen t , integrity, and ac t ion— 
the quest ion quickly surfaced: H o w 
do these character ize our denomina-
tion, the Brethren in Chr is t? 
We have a great s ta tement of purpose : " T h e pu rpose of t h e B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t 
C h u r c h is to fos t e r a f e l l o w s h i p of 
bel ievers whose object ive is to wor-
ship and obey the t r iune God and to 
proc la im His gospel to all people ." 
Tha t is wha t w e say. But how are 
we do ing? I think our words are more 
s i g n i f i c a n t t h a n ou r ac t i ons . J e s u s 
said, " T h e s e peop le honor me wi th 
their lips but their hear ts are far f r o m 
me." H e also said, " W h e r e your trea-
sure is, there will your heart be also." 
W e say that our pu rpose is to pro-
c la im Chr i s t ' s gospe l to all people , 
but the use of our t reasure indicates 
our hearts are not in our words . 
Consider for example the Canadian 
Confe rence , of which I am a m e m -
i • 
ber. As a Canad ian Church , we have 
over 3 ,000 member s . In 1994, it took 
3 ,200 m e m b e r s to br ing about a net 
increase of six member s . Maybe , as 
s o m e o n e has sa id , w e m a k e be t te r 
"keepe r s of the a q u a r i u m " than w e 
do "f ishers of men." 
Well, pe rhaps the reason we have 
not seen more growth in our church-
es is because w e ' r e giving too much 
to miss ions and so w e ' r e unba lanced . 
Presen t ly the C a n a d i a n C o n f e r e n c e 
has five family units serving in Breth-
ren in Chris t World M i s s i o n s — f o u r 
couples and one single person. One of 
these couples is serving on a volun-
tary basis and does not receive sup-
port f r o m the miss ion board . There -
fore, we are suppor t ing fou r f ami ly 
units. Over 3 ,000 m e m b e r s support-
ing four family units, or seven people! 
A s of mid -Oc tobe r 1995, our 3 ,000 
m e m b e r s had c o n t r i b u t e d a p p r o x i -
mately $64,000 through proportionate 
and direct giving to Brethren in Christ 
World Missions, or about $20 per per-
son for nine months . Persons in the 
Uni ted States can check to see how 
their own Regional Confe r ences are 
do ing in this regard. 
C o m m i t m e n t . In tegr i ty . A c t i o n . 
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Are any of these evident to any degree 
w h e n w e ref lect on our t rack record, 
both here at h o m e and overseas? O r 
d o w e n e e d a " w a k e - u p c a l l " ? It 
appears that our c o m m i t m e n t to our 
s ta tement of pu rpose does not carry 
m u c h fu r the r than our fo rmal adop-
tion of the words . 
Jesus told us to ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out workers into his 
harvest f ie ld . W e need m o r e workers 
in o u r m e m b e r s h i p . N o , n o t m o r e 
paid pas tors or m o r e b i shops or m o r e 
pa id you th w o r k e r s — j u s t m o r e peo-
ple w h o will take their task seriously. 
W e a l r eady have the p e o p l e in ou r 
churches , but we are not asking the 
Lord to send them out into his harvest 
f ield. Too m a n y are s tanding a round 
the tuck shop, e n j o y i n g the goodies . 
Our leadership is already overworked, 
w h i l e so m a n y of ou r m e m b e r s sit 
a long the s idel ines and watch . 
Le t ' s pray that the workers would 
be sent out. Sent out to have a co f f ee 
with a f r i end and ask h im about his 
spiri tual journey . Sent out to visit a 
ne ighbor and share Christ . Sent out to 
start a small g roup Bible s tudy whe re 
ques t ions of real impor t ance can be 
asked and then answered f r o m a bib-
lical perspect ive . Sent out to invite a 
f r i end to a P r o m i s e Keepers mee t ing 
or s o m e other event where a clear call 
to repentance and new life in Christ is 
heard . If we beg in to pray and act, 
the words in our s ta tement of purpose 
will begin to have mean ing . 
W h i l e w e have lots of work to do 
here at h o m e , le t ' s not forge t the call 
of Jesus to the who le world. Someone 
has said that Chr is t ians are a special 
interest g roup . T h a t ' s true; the Great 
C o m m i s s i o n is their special interest . 
A s w e n e e d t o p r a y t h a t w o r k e r s 
wou ld be sent out in our local con-
g r e g a t i o n s t o d o t h e w o r k of t h e 
church, we also need to pray that God 
wou ld call m a n y of our peop le into 
ca r ry ing this m e s s a g e , and its l i fe -
c h a n g i n g e f fec t , to those w h o have 
f a r less e x p o s u r e to it and are still 
very eager to receive it. 
T h i s w i l l m e a n , h o w e v e r , t h a t 
those r ema in ing "at h o m e " will sup-
port those w h o are cal led off to w a g e 
this war on fore ign soil. Our work for 
Chr is t is a batt le; that is w h y Paul in 
E p h e s i a n s 6 l is ts the p i eces of the 
who le a rmor of God. John Piper, in 
Let the Nations Be Glad, says of this 
passage , 
" T h e s i m p l e a s s u m p t i o n of th i s 
fami l ia r pas sage is this: l ife is war. 
There fo re , take the who le a rmor of 
God . Then all the precious b less ings 
of l i fe tha t c o u l d be t h o u g h t of in 
other contexts besides war are draf ted 
fo r the battle. If we know truth, it is 
f o r a belt in the a rmor . If we have 
r ighteousness , we must wea r it as a 
breastplate . If we cher ish the gospel 
of peace , it must b e c o m e a soldier ' s 
f o o t w e a r . If w e love res t ing in the 
p romises of God, that faith must be 
fas tened on our left a rm as a shield 
against f l aming arrows. If w e del ight 
in our salvation, we must fit it secure-
ly on our head as a helmet . If we love 
t h e w o r d of G o d as s w e e t e r t h a n 
honey , w e m u s t m a k e the h o n e y a 
s w o r d . V i r t u a l l y e v e r y ' c i v i l i a n ' 
b less ing in the Chris t ian l ife is con-
scr ipted fo r the war. The re is not a 
warfare part of life and a non-warfare 
part . L i fe is war. 
"But mos t peop le do not bel ieve 
this in their heart . Mos t people show 
by the i r p r io r i t i e s and the i r c a sua l 
approach to spiritual things that they 
b e l i e v e w e a r e in p e a c e t i m e , n o t 
war t ime. 
"In war t ime the newspapers carry 
head l ines about how the t roops are 
doing. In war t ime famil ies talk about 
the sons and daughters on the f ront 
l ines and wri te to them and pray for 
them with hea r t -wrench ing concern 
for their safety. In war t ime w e spend 
money d i f fe ren t ly—there is austeri-
ty, not fo r its own sake, but because 
there are more strategic ways to spend 
money than on new tires at home. The 
war ef for t touches everybody. We all 
cut back. The luxury l iner b e c o m e s a 
t roop carrier. 
"Very few people think that w e are 
in a wa r that is g rea te r than Wor ld 
War II, or any i m a g i n a b l e n u c l e a r 
war. Few reckon that Satan is a m u c h 
worse enemy than any earthly foe , or 
Commitment. Integrity. 
Action. Are any of 
these evident to any 
degree when we reflect 
on our track record, 
both here at home 
and overseas? 
realize that the conf l ic t is not restrict-
ed to any one global theatre, but is in 
e v e r y t o w n a n d c i ty in the w o r l d . 
W h o cons iders that the casual t ies of 
this war do not mere ly lose an a rm or 
an e y e o r an e a r t h l y l i f e , but l o se 
everything, even their own soul and 
enter a hell of everlast ing to rmen t?" 
I needed a "wake -up cal l" through 
the ministry of Promise Keepers. And 
as I ref lect on the effect iveness of our 
denominat ion , my sense is that we all 
could use a " w a k e - u p call." W e ' r e in 
a spiritual war, but Paul r eminded us, 
"If the t rumpet does not sound a clear 
call, w h o will get ready fo r ba t t le?" 
In Kevin Ryan's comments on the "Exploring the Brethren in Christ Identity " study 
conference (February 1996 issue), a short paragraph was inadvertently omitted. In the 
paragraph at the bottom of page 9, Ryan noted that speaker David Zercher suggested 
two factors which may have played a role in a theological shift in Brethren in Christ 
thinking. The first factor Zercher identified was "The Brethren mindset" (Owen Alder-
fer's term) which recognized that "Christian truth is open-ended, reflects a willingness 
to incorporate beliefs from various sources, subordinates doctrinal rigidity to a sense 
of trust between believers, and recognizes the corporate body is more important than 
the parts." The following paragraph then should have appeared on the top of page 10: 
Additionally, Zercher implicated the inclination toward revivalism as a co-conspir-
ator in the problems associated with the church's struggle for a theological identity. I 
had the distinct impression that he would like to reverse our current theological direc-
tion by disposing of our predisposition toward revivalism and reviving our allegiance 
to a more thoughtful and less emotion-laden Anabaptism. 




Mtshabezi Mission; Zimbabwe 
T i m and Jan were both born and 
g rew u p in rural Iowa. T i m ' s fa ther is 
a pas tor , and J a n ' s pa r en t s f a r m in 
nor thwes t Iowa. They met whi le stu-
den t s at I o w a ' S t a t e Universi ty. Both 
were very involved in c a m p u s Chr is-
tian minis t r ies . They learned to know 
each o ther qui te well work ing togeth-
er on pro jec ts . 
J an w a s invo lved in In terVars i ty 
and wen t to Bel ize , Centra l Amer ica , 
a f t e r her s o p h o m o r e year. The re she 
t a u g h t v a c a t i o n B i b l e s c h o o l s a n d 
with her gui tar he lped out at camps . 
She loved the work and e n j o y e d get-
t ing to k n o w peop le of another cul-
t u r e . F o l l o w i n g h e r s e n i o r y e a r at 
ISU, Jan went to U g a n d a as a volun-
teer wi th an ind igenous miss ion . She 
w o r k e d in an o rphanage , car ing for 
22 chi ldren under the age of two. 
W h i l e there , she rece ived le t ters 
f r o m a g o o d f r iend , T im, w h o asked 
her to mar ry h im. T im had o n e year 
r ema in ing in p r e - m e d at ISU, so Jan 
went to Trinity Evangel ica l Divini ty 
Brethren in Christ World Mis-
sions has an urgent need for a 
teacher for four to six children 
of missionaries in Zimbabwe. 
The assignment would begin 
September 1996 and run for six 
months to one year, to fill in 
during the present teacher's fur-
lough and to assist her upon 
her return. For more informa-
tion, contact Brethren in Christ 
World Missions, P.O. Box 390, 
Grantham, PA 17027-0390; 
phone (717) 697-2634. 
S c h o o l t o f i n i s h h e r 
educat ional goals. Af te r 
o n e yea r of s emina ry , 
they were marr ied. T im 
c a m e to Ch icago to put 
J a n t h r o u g h s c h o o l . 
N a t h a n w a s b o r n 9 
m o n t h s a n d 3 d a y s 
a f t e r t h e i r m a r r i a g e . 
W h a t a surprise to the 
b u d d i n g y o u n g d o c -
tor! 
Then it was Jan ' s turn to support 
Tim in medical school at the Univer-
sity of Iowa. Tim worked hard to pre-
pare fo r the miss ion field, and took 
classes in Third World medic ine . He 
worked with the Preventat ive Medi -
cine Depar tmen t do ing a health sur-
vey, which took them to Sierra Leone, 
West Afr ica , for several months . They 
also wen t to Kenya as volunteers for 
three mon ths dur ing his internship. 
Af t e r a medica l res idency in fami-
ly pract ice in Lancaster , Pa., they felt 
called back to Sierra Leone. Af te r jus t 
18 months , they were evacuated by 
U.S . mil i tary forces a f te r a polit ical 
coup. U p o n returning to Sioux City, 
Iowa, Tim worked with a family prac-
t i c e d o c t o r f o r f o u r m o n t h s u n t i l 
t h i n g s se t t l ed d o w n . T h e i r f a m i l y , 
w h i c h had g r o w n to f o u r ch i ld ren , 
f l e w b a c k to the i r rural m i s s i o n in 
Sierra Leone . They were thri l led to 
f ind it about as they had lef t it. 
T i m was the only doctor to return, 
and Jan b e c a m e the "chief cook and 
bottle washer." They added 48 beds to 
the hospi ta l and a new tuberculos is 
t rea tment ward . Jan h o m e - s c h o o l e d 
the two older chi ldren fo r three years 
b e c a u s e the s choo l f o r m i s s i o n a r y 
chi ldren had been c losed due to the 
war . T h e w a r w o r s e n e d w h i l e t h e 
Swintons were home on fur lough, and 
the miss ion decided to c lose the field 
af ter more than 100 years of ministry. 
As Tim and Jan and their f ami ly 
sought God for direct ion, they heard 
f r o m Gord and Shelly Battel , Breth-
ren in Chris t miss ionar ies in Z imbab-
we, w h o m they had met at Missionary 
I n t e r n s h i p t h r e e y e a r s e a r l i e r . It 
s e e m e d tha t G o d m i g h t be c a l l i n g 
them back to Afr ica , but to a different 
p l a c e . A s t h e y p r a y e d a n d w e n t 
through the appl icat ion process , God 
s e e m e d to c o n f i r m h i s p l a n . T h e 
Swin tons went to Mtshabez i Miss ion 
in January 1996. 
Their family is unique. Nathan was 
born to t hem whi le Jan was in semi-
nary. Sam, w h o has a clef t palate, was 
born in Korea and was adopted as an 
in fan t wh i l e T i m a t t ended m e d i c a l 
school . Aaron was born to a 16-year-
old Af r i can -Amer i can in Pi t tsburgh, 
Pa . , and w a s a d o p t e d as an in fan t . 
Hannah , a B lack /Mexican-Amer ican , 
w a s bo rn in Dover , D e l a w a r e , and 
also was adopted as an infant . 
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od at work in our world 
Fruit that will last 
Les Book—Bogota, Colombia 
(Les Book, in response to a request 
for stories how Brethren in Christ 1995 
World Hunger Funds helped recipients, 
reports the following.) 
Money was used for 30 street children 
in the ministry of Light and Life Christian 
School. Five children graduated this year, 
and are now ready to assume a normal 
Colombian education. 
Funds were used to he lp Anna , a 
young mother of five. The help, along 
with the ministry of the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Bogota, gave her hope to leave 
the ghetto. Her daughter was one of the 
five graduates. Anna will attend YWAM 
discipleship school this year. 
Then there is Patr ic ia , one of the 
strongest leaders in the second Brethren 
in Christ church planting in La Calzada. 
Hunger f u n d s were used to help her 
through some crucial times in her life. A 
family in the Niza IX church adopted 
Patricia's youngest child in January 1995. 
This has opened a new consciousness in 
the Niza IX middle class church about 
caring for the poor and making a radical 
difference. 
The World Hunger Fund donations 
partially supported the Light and Life 
school teachers. The teachers persevered, 
trust ing the Lord for their s a l a r i e s -
salaries they went without for four months 
of the year. 
The donation also served as an exam-
ple to the Niza IX congregation, which 
then committed a tithe of their offerings 






Hamilton Madlabane—South Africa 
Greetings from the Soshanguve Breth-
ren in Christ brothers and sisters. The 
Bible clearly states that life of inner rest 
and peace and of outer victory over sin is 
the inalienable birthright of each and 
every Christian. This theme of victory 
over the power of sin runs like a golden 
thread in all the letters of Saint Paul. "'But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(1 Cor. 15:57, KJV). 
By God's grace the Soshanguve Breth-
ren in Christ Church is marching on in 
these difficult times. God answers your 
prayers and ours as well in a wonderful 
way. God through his Word is blessing us 
with young people who love the Lord so 
much. There is a wind of change in the 
lives of the members. I truly thank God 
for the spirit of unity amongst the Chris-
tians. Whatever we decide to do, we do it 
with one spirit and in one accord. We 
praise God for those who have made a 
new commitment to serve the Lord. 
Youth Camp (July '95). Our young 
people asked me to arrange a camp for 
them. They spoke highly of what the 
Lord taught them at this camping site— 
"Lofdal." Those who were lukewarm and 
reluctant to follow Jesus seriously made 
new commitments indeed. Continue to 
uphold them in your prayers. To God be 
the glory. He alone remains faithful. 
The Prison Ministry. I am happy to 
say that many prisoners are very much 
interested to listen to the Word of God. 
Two of the prisoners visited me at my 
home to say thank you for showing them 
the way of salvation. This indeed was 
cause for me to thank God for the power 
of the gospel. Their names are Thomas 
Makgatho and Michael Mothibe. They 
stay in Thembisa near Johannesburg. 
Pray for them, please. 
Hospital Ministry. Brother Piet Math-
obela says that God is blessing him in 
that he rejoices in leading the sick people 
to Christ. Some he says have nothing to 
do with God's Word, but some are very 
much interested. One patient died shortly 
after he showed her the way of salvation. 
Special thanks to the Board. We 
would like to thank the Board for World 
Missions for your prayers and financial 
support, without which it would be diffi-
cult for us to carry the task further. As 
South Africans, we feel compelled to say 
thank you very much for the church 
building we are using because you helped 
us financially (1992 Missions Prayer Fel-
lowship adult project). We are rejoicing 
in the Lord for all that God has done for 
us through you, his children. We wish 
The International 
Brethren in Christ Fellowship 
Abou t every six years, fo r the past 18 years , w e have p lanned a gath-
ering of Brethren in Christ Churches f r o m around the world. These meet-
ings have involved m e m b e r s f r o m each of the confe rences or churches of 
other countr ies that have chosen persons to attend. Whi le people have not 
been excluded, we have limited at tendance to keep some balance be tween 
churches and countr ies . 
T h e next Internat ional Brethren in Chris t Fe l lowship is p lanned for 
1997, scheduled to convene in the state of Bihar in India fo l lowing the 
M e n n o n i t e Wor ld C o n f e r e n c e in Calcut ta . It wil l begin wi th the trip 
nor th f r o m Calcut ta on January 13, 1997, and conc lude Sunday, January 
19. Five persons f r o m Nor th A m e r i c a will be n a m e d as representat ives . 
We are currently aware of about twelve other f r iends and spouses w h o are 
p lann ing to at tend. 
If you are interested, contact Carol Rotz in the World Miss ions Off ice . 
John and Ethel Sider will co-hos t this wi th M o s e s Marand i or another 
m e m b e r f r o m India. The theme is built a round Jesus Chris t and his var-
ious roles in the l ife of his church. 
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you a happy Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year in 1996. 
A "child" is born 
Bruce Bundy—Madrid, Spain 
I would like to tell you about Jose 
Luis, who in September was knocking on 
our door begging for money, and who 
has accepted Jesus as his Savior. This is 
the fastest and strongest commitment I 
have seen by a Spaniard in our entire time 
in Spain. You should have heard him 
pray for the first time in public on Sun-
day! Pray that this new seedling will 
grow strong, in fertile soil, and that one 
day Jose Luis will lead others to Jesus. 
Pray pa r t i cu l a r ly fo r his p ro tec t ion 
against the enemy who will surely attack. 
We praise God that Jose Luis has started 
talking with his brother about Jesus! 
Please pray that Jose Luis will find 
adequate work quickly. With a recent hip 
operation, he can no longer carry heavy 
objects or be on his feet for long periods 
of time. His home is a shelter that takes 
him in in the evenings. He is in a weak 
position where much growth must come 
just to dig his way out of the hole in 
which he finds himself. He will appreci-
ate your prayers. 
Furlough ministry 
reflections 
Steve Newcomer family—Matopo Sec-
ondary School, Zimbabwe 
Hi! I 'm glad to write to you from Zim-
babwe again. I got very homesick for 
Africa while traveling around the US and 
Canada last summer. I did enjoy talking 
with my friends at church and seeing all 
my cousins once again. We also were 
able to visit the ocean and see Niagara 
Falls—but I still like Victoria Falls the 
best. Please pray for Mom and me as we 
experience grade six together.—Hope 
I enjoyed so many different things 
about being back "home" that it is hard to 
decide what I liked the best. First, I got to 
know my relatives again. I found out that 
I have at least one thing in common with 
each of them. Second, I got to spend time 
with my church youth group , and I 
enjoyed meeting so many new people. I 
learned new facts about the Bible that I 
had completely missed in my previous 
reading. Third, I had a great t ime at 
church camp, both as a camper and as a 
counselor. I learned that one of my spe-
cial abilities is being able to make friends 
easily. Please pray for me as I start board-
ing school in Bulawayo. This will be a 
new experience for me, but I am looking 
forward to the opportunity to study with 
girls my own age.—Joy 
I am so glad that we were able to see 
many of you while our family was on 
furlough. Although we did not have much 
time for relaxing, I can say that it was a 
good time of fellowship. 
Because of S teve ' s early return to 
Zimbabwe, I fulfilled most of the speak-
ing engagements that we had planned to 
do together. Public speaking has always 
intimidated me, so I was not looking for-
ward to facing the congregations on my 
own. Through the prayers and verbal sup-
port of many friends, I was able to speak 
to a number of church groups. Despite 
my trepidation, I must admit that sharing 
with other believers about our work here 
at Matopo proved to be a real source of 
encouragement to me. As I looked back 
and recalled God's faithfulness over the 
years, I was reminded of the need to press 
on toward the final goal. There are still 
many who need Jesus Christ and the 
change which he brings. 
Thank you, each one, for the encour-
agement you have given me to continue 
to love the people of Matopo and to do 
deeds of kindness in Christ 's name.— 
Chris 
It 's often difficult to write about the 
things we feel very deeply and strongly. I 
was sincerely touched by the level of 
acceptance, concern, and support that we 
received as a family over the summer 
months. It really was tremendous to expe-
rience an almost instant rapport with peo-
ple that we had never met personally 
before. That kind of thing doesn't often 
happen. So many of you have helped us 
in so many different ways that it's just not 
possible to thank each one individually. 
The fact that I had to return to Zimbabwe 
earlier than expected meant I was unable 
to take care of Chris and the girls and 
had to depend on others to assist. That 's 
not easy for me. I don ' t know how to 
express how much it meant when many 
of you expressed willingness to do what-
ever needed to be done. It was still a very 
difficult two months of separation but I 
did have a peace that there were some 
very good people that were looking out 
for them in my place. All I can do is pray 
that God will bless each and every one of 
you very richly as you deserve.—Steve 
Second "Come to the Water Conference" C O M E T O T H E 
Cod's Call: 
From Infilling to 
Outpouring 
Wesleyan/Holiness Women Clergy International announces the second 
Come to the Water Conference "God's Call: From Infilling to Outpouring" 
to be held April 11-14, 1996, at the Adam's Mark Hotel in Indianapolis, Ind. 
More than 400 representatives are expected to attend f rom the six sponsoring 
denominations: Free Methodist; Church of God, Anderson; The Salvation 
Army; The Wesleyan Church; Church of the Nazarene; and Evangelical 
Friends, International. 
Thirty equipping workshops on varieties of ministries, worship, pastoral 
care, writing, and student concerns will be offered by outstanding women 
f rom all six sponsoring denominations. Plenary speakers include Mrs. Gen-
eral Kay Rader (Salvation Army) from England, Rev. Enriquita S. Monencillo 
(Free Methodist) f rom the Philippines, Rev. Diana Swoope (Church of God, 
Anderson) f rom Akron, Ohio, and Rev. Janine Tartaglia Metcalf (Nazarene) 
f rom San Diego, California. 
All women serving in or preparing for a professional role in ministry 
(ordained or not) are invited to attend. The conference is endorsed by the 
Christian Holiness Association and the Wesleyan Theological Society. Reg-
istration information can be obtained by calling (503) 598-4348. 
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General Cc ormation 
General Conference is for the whole 
family. Activities will be provided for 
infants through age 11. A nominal fee of 
$12.50 per child will be charged for 
these activities. Their programs will 
parallel General Conference sessions 
except that all children need to be 1 
picked up for meals at 11:30 and 4:30 
and fifteen minutes after the conclu-
sion of the evening program. They may 
be taken to their meeting places 15 min-
utes before each Conference session. 
There will be no child care on Tuesday 
afternoon and evening. Children will be 
accompanying their parents on whatever 
activities they choose for their family. 
A full program is also planned for the 
youth ages 12 and over. The cost for the 
youth will be $40.00 this year. More 
details on all these programs will be high-
lighted in the April Evangelical Visitor. 
The youth activity for Tuesday afternoon 
will be part of the beach party activity 
outlined on the Tuesday afternoon activ-
ities page of the registration form. They 
may also choose to go to the ball game as 
long as they attend with their parents or 
quiz leader. 
Travel and registration 
If you plan to attend one or more of 
the sessions of General Conference, fill 
out FORM A of the registration blank 
printed in the January issue of the Evan-
gelical Visitor. Air travelers who need 
transportation from or back to the Ontario 
or Los Angeles airports, be sure to fill 
out FORM B of the registration form, and 
send it to Chris Taylor. PLEASE NOTE: 
"Arrival Airport" and "Departure Air-
port" on Form B both refer to California 
airports. 
It is extremely important to purchase 
air tickets early because of the holidays. 
Do your best to arrive at the Ontario air-
port for less cost and time in travel to 
Azusa. 
MTS Travel, Ephrata, Pa., is the offi-
cial travel agency for the Conference. 
Anyone booked by them to fly on United 
Airlines between June 24 and July 14 will 
receive a 5 percent discount. Call MTS 
Travel using the following number which 
is good in Canada and the US: (800) 233-
0157. 
The first General Conference session 
is on Saturday, June 29, at 10:00 a.m. 
Registration at Conference is Friday 
evening, June 28, from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m., 
/ / \ \ 
and on Saturday from 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. 
The final Conference session is sched-
uled to conclude with the quizzing on 
Wednesday evening, July 3. 
IMPORTANT—every man, woman, 
and child should register on FORM A, 
including those commuting from their 
own homes (one exception: people at-
tending evening sessions only). And all 
persons 18 years old and older will need 
to pay the registration fee, even if they are 
not voting members of Conference. 
These fees help pay some General Con-
ference expenses; the balance needs to 
be made up with Conference offerings. 
When you fill out FORM A, please 
fill out all the blanks which pertain to 
you. Please do not use question marks; 
the computer will need to regard such as 
"no" answers. Just wait to register until 
you are sure of your plans (but do so 
before June 1, 1996). 
Sunday services 
No worship services will be held at 
Azusa on Sunday morning. The only 
activity scheduled on campus on Sunday 
morning will be the Narnia production 
(you must sign up if you wish to attend 
this performance). You are encouraged 
to attend an area Brethren in Christ Church, 
especially a smaller or newer one. Trans-
portation will be provided if you request 
it when you register. Be sure to indicate 
the church you plan to attend on FORM 
A, whether you need transportation or 
not. 
The following churches welcome you: 
Alta Loma, Chino, Cristo La Roca, Get-
semani. The Lord's House, New Com-
munity, Ontario, Upland, and Walnut 
Valley. The noon meal will be delayed to 
provide time for you to return to the 
Azusa campus. 
Tuesday activities 
Tuesday afternoon registration: 
Many people have asked if they can 
do more than one activity on Tuesday. 
The answer is yes. Ron Thomas sug-
gests that there are a number of activi-
ties that tie together nicely to do an 
afternoon and evening activity. He sug-
gests that Disneyland and Universal Stu-
dios activities should be considered all 
day activities and that the Beauty and the 
Beast performance is a dress-up affair, 
so it might be difficult to do an afternoon 
activity and the play. Ron's advice is to 
put down what you want to do, and he 
and his committee will try to accommo-
date your choices. There may be addi-
tional transportation charges depending 
on which activities are chosen. 
Exhibits and meeting rooms 
The convention director will again be 
assigning space for exhibits. Please make 
your requests in terms of 8-foot modules. 
To cover rental costs, kindly include a 
check for $22 for each 8-foot space need-
ed. If you need an electric outlet, include 
that information with your check (made 
out to General Conference). 
Groups may submit requests to the 
convention director for meeting rooms to 
be used during the Conference. (No meet-
ings should be scheduled during Confer-
ence sessions.) Reservations can be made 
either before or during the Conference. 
Give date and time, and the size of the 
group. These meetings can be booked for 
meal times, and such persons will be 
given priority in the regular dining room 
meal line. 
From January through June, each issue 
of the Visitor will have General Confer-
ence information. You are encouraged to 
keep all these copies for ready reference. 
If you need additional registration blanks, 
ask your pastor for them or simply make 
photocopies. 
For more information, contact Ken 
Mark, Convention Director, 304 Berk-
shire Rd., Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. 
Phone: (717) 766-0403 (there is an 
answering machine). Ken also may be 
reached via e-mail: (kmark@mcis.mes-
siah.edu). 
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Allegheny Conference 
On Jan. 7, Eva Lewis, nursing 
officer at Macha Mission Hospital, 
spoke to the Chambersburg, Pa., 
church. The congregation hosted a 
Feb. 10 teacher training event with 
John Yeatts, and Dale and Margaret 
Engle. • On Jan. 7, Larry and Cindy 
Williams updated the Fairview Ave. 
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., on 
their work with the Wiwa Indians 
through Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
• The Five Forks church, Waynes-
boro, has a newly remodeled chapel, 
accomplished largely by volunteers. 
• On Jan. 4 the Hollowell congre-
gation. Waynesboro, began a four-
part teaching series on choosing a 
l i f e t i m e pa r tne r . On Jan . 21 the 
church enjoyed a concert by "God ' s 
Children" and an ice cream social. 
On Jan. 24 B i shop H a w b a k e r 
visited the Iron Springs congrega-
tion, Fairfield, Pa., and led a Bible 
study. • The Omegans of the Mar-
tinsburg. Pa., congregation spon-
sored the showing of the Billy Gra-
ham f i lm "Caught" on Jan. 14. • 
On Jan. 14 the Mt. Rock church 
dedicated their new prayer chapel 
fu rn i sh ings . A single m o m s care 
group began on Jan. 24. • Coffee 
and donuts were enjoyed before the 
Jan. 31 annual council meeting of 
the South Mountain church, Ship-
pensburg, Pa. • Andy Fink was Jan. 
14 guest speaker and soloist at the 
V a n Lear church, Wi l l i amspor t , 
Md. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Cross Roads congregation. 
Mount Joy. Pa., hosted a music and 
worship seminar Jan. 20 with Bruce 
G e r l a c h . • D w i g h t , C a r o l , and 
Matthew Thomas of the Elizabeth-
town, Pa. , congrega t ion went to 
Latin America for three weeks in 
January on behalf of Brethren in 
Christ World Miss ions to collect 
audio and video mater ia l for the 
upcoming missions centennial cele-
bration. • The Fairland congrega-
tion. Cleona. Pa., hosted a quiz meet 
on Jan. 21. • Lanny Milette spoke at 
the Feb. 10 banque t of the Free 
Grace church, Millersburg. Pa., on 
"Embers : Tending the Flames of 
L o v e . " • T h e L a n c a s t e r , Pa . , 
church hosted discipleship meetings 
Feb. 4-7 with Don Fitchett. 
The Manor church, Mountville, 
Pa., was the site of a Feb. 18 con-
g r e g a t i o n a l l i fe f e s t iva l . • The 
Millersvil le . Pa., congregat ion is 
participating for the third year in the 
M C C penny project. The quiz team 
was undefeated through Jan. 21. • 
A "Marriage Without Regrets" class 
was taught by Cheryl Mill for the 
Montoursvi l le , Pa., congregat ion 
beginning Jan. 30. • The Mt. Pleas-
ant church. Mount Joy. Pa., began a 
course for women Feb. 3 on "Diet, 
Discipleship, and Devotion." • Phil 
and Alice Shenk, on their way to 
Russia, were recent speakers and 
recipients of a love offering at the 
N e w Covenant church , Quaker -
town, Pa. 
Pastor Bosserman of the New 
H o p e c h u r c h . H a r r i s b u r g , Pa . , 
recently taught an 8-week "Founda-
tions of the Faith" course leading to 
membership. • On Feb. 18 the New 
J o y c o n g r e g a t i o n , A k r o n . Pa . , 
enjoyed a presentation by Marshall 
and Eleanor Poe on "World Mis-
sions and the New Joy Church." • 
Paxton Street Ministries were high-
lighted in the Jan. MPF meeting of 
the Palmyra, Pa., church. Pastor 
Cober attended the Promise Keep-
ers Clergy Conference in Florida in 
F e b r u a r y . • T h e y o u t h of t he 
Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., host-
ed a spaghetti supper Jan. 20 to sup-
port their summer missions trip. 
Fif teen persons were baptized 
and 11 received into membership 
recently by the Perkiomen Valley 
church , Col legevi l le , Pa. • The 
Refton, Pa., church began the 50-
Day Adventure on Feb. 11. • Ed 
Rickman led a building feasibility 
study Jan. 26-27 for the Silverdale. 
Pa., congregation. • The Skyline 
View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., 
planned family roller skating for Jan. 
20. On Jan. 28 Bob Phillips spoke 
about his missions experiences in 
Amsterdam. • On Jan. 6 the Sum-
mit View church. New Holland, Pa., 
had a "Light the Fire" service of 
contemporary worship and praise, 
and a concert of prayer. 
Canadian Conference 
The Bertie congregation. Stevens-
ville, Ont., recently collected 300 bars 
of soap for MCC to send to Sudan. • 
The Boyle church, St. Ann's, Ont., 
had an open house Jan. 14 in honor of 
Gladys Beaman's 75th birthday. • 
Guest speaker Tony Gazzard of St. 
John ' s United Church and Pastor 
Kelly of the Bridlewood congrega-
tion, Agincourt, Ont., "swapped pul-
pits" Jan. 14. • The Falls View con-
g r e g a t i o n , N i a g a r a F a l l s , O n t . , 
enjoyed a seminar Jan. 28 by Lester 
Fretz on "Using Your Money God's 
W a y . " • The w o m e n ' s minis t ry 
committee of the Heise Hill church, 
Gormley, Ont., invited the congrega-
t ion to " A n E n c h a n t e d E v e n i n g 
Cruise" on Jan. 18. 
The Kingswood congregation, 
Barrie, Ont., reports a 65 percent 
increase in average attendance from 
January to December 1995. New 
communi ty fami l ies celebrated a 
"For Kids' Sake" program with the 
church on Jan. 21. • Myron Hoover 
was the Jan. 7 guest speaker for the 
Oak Ridges, Ont. , congregat ion. 
The church hosted the "Jesus" film 
on Jan. 21. • Bob Leadley led a 
Wednesday night study on the para-
bles beginning in January for the 
Orchard Creek church. St. Ann's , 
Ont. Jan. 28 guest speaker was Mike 
Piett of Crystal Ridge Community 
C h u r c h . • The Port C o l b o r n e . 
Ont., has voted to employ an associ-
ate pastor since worship attendance 
is pushing 200. 
The Ridgemount congregation. 
Hamilton, Ont., now has three en-
couragement groups that meet week-
ly on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thurs-
days. • On Feb. 18 Alan Epp from 
Forest City Fellowship. London, 
Ont.. reported on his church-planting 
efforts to the Rosebank congrega-
tion, Petersburg, Ont. • The Sherk-
ston, Ont., congregation hosted a 
Feb. 24 Christian education work-
shop, "Learning to Celebrate ." • 
More than 50 peop le a t t ended a 
thank-you dinner served by the pas-
tor's family on Jan. 14 for the Spring-
vale, Ont., church. 
The youth of the Stayner, Ont.. 
church had an athletic January with 
toboganning, skiiing, and skating 
outings. 4- The Upper Oaks con-
gregation, Oakville, Ont.. hosted a 
"School of Christian Living" on Jan. 
4, with three different course offer-
ings. • On Jan. 28 the Wainfleet. 
Ont., congregation planned a winter 
walk along the shores of Lake Erie, 
followed by refreshments at Rathfon 
1 2 8 T H I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O N V E N T I O N 
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Mennonite Central Committee is an 
agency of the Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ churches in North 
America. 
MCC seeks to demonstrate God s 
love through committed women and 
men who work among people suffer-
ing from poverty, conflict, oppression 
and natural disaster. 
MCC serves as a channel for inter-
change between churches and com-
munity groups where we work around 
the world and the North American 
churches who send us, so that all 
may grow and be transformed. 
MCC strives for peace, justice and 
dignity of all people by sharing our 





MCC in 1995 
by Deborah Fast 
This "year in review" issue of a Common Place 
looks back on MCC's work throughout the world 
in 1995. Nine hundred and twenty-seven workers 
in 57 countries including Canada and the United 
States served people in need on behalf of North 
American Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
churches and other compassionate people. 
North American programs worked to promote 
racial reconciliation, and to discern how best to 
structure the organization to carry out our vision of 
service. And M C C as a whole worked more delib-
erately to "widen the bands of friendship"—to con-
nect people in North America and others around 
the world. 
Three major areas of M C C involvement in 1995 
were Laos, Zambia and the former Yugoslavia. 
Much of this work focused on the devastating after-
math of war—clearing unexploded bombs in Laos 
and helping waves of refugees in the former 
Yugoslavia. In Zambia M C C joined the churches 
in their efforts to distribute relief food to their 
neighbors in areas suffering prolonged drought. 
SELFHELP Crafts of the World addressed the 
world's growing unemployment crisis, continuing a 
tradition begun in 1946 of providing jobs for Third 
World craftspeople. 
For statistical information and analysis of MCC 
personnel worldwide and of MCC's donations and 
spending, see pages 12 through 15. • On the cover: Jeff Johnson learns about service with 
SALSA—San Antonio (Texas) Learning through Service and 
Action, jointly sponsored by Mennonite Board of Missions 
and San Antonio Mennonite Church. MCC Summer Service 
worker Sonia Perez assisted Jeff's church group and others 
in short-term urban service programs in summer, 1995. MCC 
photo by Emily Will. 
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information about the events of our world and practical ways of working together to make a difference. 
a Common Place is published by the Mennonite Central Committee, a relief, service and community development agency that 
strives for peace, justice and the dignity of all people by sharing its experiences, resources and faith in Jesus Christ. Our 
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Connections 
form a truly global church 
by John A. Lapp 
MCC Executive Director 
T h i s 75th anniversary year was an 
occasion to discern what gives 
Mennonite Central Committee its dis-
tinctive flavor. It is difficult to reduce 
the essence of M C C to one short 
phrase. To be sure, the phrase "In the 
name of Christ" captures MCC's reli-
gious character and compassionate 
purpose. Our intent is to hear the 
voice of God and to make God's love 
visible. 
But other relief and development 
agencies are also driven by the Jesus 
model of being "moved with compas-
sion. " What makes MCC distinctive 
in this age of organizations—200 
relief and development agencies in 
Canada and the United States alone— 
is that M C C was not formed by a sin-
gle visionary or a special interest 
group but by a group of churches 
sharing a common purpose. 
When early M C C leaders Arthur 
Slagel, Vesta Zook and Orie O. Miller 
left for Russia in 1920, they wanted 
to "represent in all work and labors 
the interest and principles of our 
church." Today, Allen and Fannie 
King in Hutchinson, Kan., end each of 
their letters to Pam and Ron 
Ferguson, M C C workers in Uganda, 
with these words: "Thank you for 
being there in Africa representing us." 
M C C is not an autonomous, self-
directed institution. MCC represents 
the enthusiasm, vision, energy and 
commitments of "our people"—peo-
ple who contribute through congrega-
tional offerings, raise funds with relief 
sales and thrift shops, give food, 
clothing, school and health kits, vol-
unteer for service and pray for this 
work. They do this with a sense of 
ownership for "our work" through 
"our agency." The strength of M C C is 
its constituency. 
With strong constituent support in 
1995, M C C was able to continue its 
worldwide response to meet human 
need. This included training Laotians 
to deal with unexploded ordnance. 
We were also able to ship 29 metric 
tons (MT) of food for refugees and 
displaced people to former Yugoslavia 
and 56 M T to Russia. We assisted 
local churches in agricultural develop-
ment, education and health. And peo-
ple were trained for conflict mediation 
on all continents save Australia. 
Involvement in this ministry has 
had a wonderful by-product. As 
workers immerse themselves in com-
munities throughout North America 
and across the world, they and their 
hosts have become friends. They have 
helped workers to define program and 
have sent messages back to con-
stituent churches. Now we represent 
two constituencies; those who receive 
have also become "our people." It 
goes without saying that the concerns 
of North American constituents do 
not always mesh with the realities of 
this other constituency. 
One theme of this anniversary year 
has been to move more deliberately to 
connect these two constituencies. 
People on location and those who 
formed and support MCC are eager 
to get acquainted. They want to 
widen the bands of friendship, to 
experience the joy of intercultural 
conversation. MCC welcomes these 
initiatives. We believe these connec-
tions will help both constituencies 
develop fuller understandings of the 
world and to encourage a sense of 
community on a larger scale. Above 
all, such connectedness will form the 
sinews of a truly global church, a peo-
plehood that reaches beyond the 
provincial, national, ethnic and 
denominational boundaries that often 
inhibit God's grace from liberating us 
in all its fullness. • 
MCC is like an 
artists' cooperative 
"At times I think the MCC Board is 
like a board of directors for an 
artists' cooperative. In this case 
our MCC workers are the artists. 
MCC workers are creative people, 
often working at the edges of 
human experience. Their assign-
ments become a kind of art, 
worked out in the lives of those 
they serve. Board policy is not 
always easy for an artist to follow 
or appreciate. At times this creates 
problems. But our MCC work is so 
beautiful that you look beyond the 
problems. This tension between 
creativity and policy is fascinating 
and stimulating—that's what 
makes it worthwhile to come to 
board meetings. 
We have tremendous confidence 
in our people working on the 
edges. This is the side of MCC that 
inspires us. I was once on a board 
of a local arts council. In the end I 
lost interest because the individual 
artists couldn't separate their per-
sonal interest from those of the 
group. In MCC, artists work for the 
interests of others, rather than for 
themselves." 
Paul Quiring 
MCC Board member 








with a day camp 
sponsored by 
Arbor Place, a 
Christian commu-
nity center in 
Lancaster, Pa. 
MCC photo by 
Mark Beach. 
"The good gift 
is a clear sight 
grace-wrapped." 
Anonymous 
I n 1995 Mennonite Central 
Committee U.S. staff and board mem-
bers began unwrapping a gift—a 
focus we call "Broadening the 
Vision." 
Firmly rooted in the M C C U.S. 
mission to meet human need and 
"nurture the gospel vision of a recon-
ciled people in a reconciled world," 
this focus addresses hatred and dis-
cord between people of different races 
and ethnicities in North America. 
While M C C promotes peace and rec-
onciliation in international contexts, 
M C C U.S. must promote racial recon-
ciliation within North America. 
During the year, God's grace and 
some "clear sight" moved among us 
in many ways: 
1. The Summer Service program 
grew to 75 participants. Since 1982 
this program has provided oppor-
tunities for Native Americans, 
Hispanics, Asian/Pacific Islanders 
and African Americans to serve in 
their communities. 
2. Doubling in size, the Service 
Internship program continued to pro-
vide one- and two-year service oppor-
tunities for persons from Native 
American, Hispanic, Asian/Pacific 
Islander and African American com-
munities. Each participant has a men-
tor who assists in spiritual and 
leadership development. Eight partici-
pated in 1995, and we plan to 
increase to 12 in 1996. 
3. All staff assessed how our 
assumptions about personnel adminis-
tration and behavior might exclude 
people of other cultures. 
4. Staff helped to plan, implement 
and evaluate the "Restoring Our 
Sight" conference in Chicago. 
Conference participants, of diverse 
races and nationalities, worked to 
understand and overcome racism. 
5. MCC U.S. signed on to "The 
Damascus Road," a training process 
to lay the foundation for the long-
term work of overcoming racism in 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
institutions. Five staff members will 
receive the training in 1996. 
6. We produced Free Indeed, a 
video and study guide about racism 
and white privilege in North America. 
7. Community Ministries staff 
began to develop a new service unit 
model. Set in an urban center with 
by Lynette Meek 
MCC U.S. 
Executive Director 
Mennonite congregations of diverse 
ethnic backgrounds, the model will 
include service workers from that 
community and from the more tradi-
tional M C C constituency to create a 
multi-ethnic endeavor. 
8. A task force has started to dis-
cuss the future location of MCC U.S. 
offices. Our work in the United States 
could be strengthened by working 
from an urban center, in closer prox-
imity to people living in poverty. 
The challenge for MCC U.S. in 
1995, as it looked for ways to 
"broaden its vision," was to find more 
ways for its traditional and its diverse 
constituency to work together at 
meeting human need "In the name of 
Christ." A multicultural constituency 
must identify and overcome racial 
prejudices and stereotypes in order to 
serve together in practical and pur-
poseful ways. Working together to 
overcome these barriers we will model 
the "gospel vision of a reconciled peo-
ple in a reconciled world" and discov-
er "clear sight, grace-wrapped." • 
Clear sight 
for 
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Canadian scene. Increasingly, in poli-
tics and in the church, we see central 
structures weaken and regional dis-
tinctives grow. The differences 
between Francophone and 
Anglophone cultures in Canada has 
often been a source of creativity and 
strength; the October 30 referendum 
on Quebec sovereignty, which failed 
to pass by the narrowest of margins, 
reminds us that this tension is, for 
many Quebecois, in need of further 
resolution. 
Longstanding tensions between 
Native and other Canadians have also 
resurfaced, particularly in confronta-
tions this summer at Dog Creek, B.C., 
and Ipperwash, Ont. MCC national 
and provincial staff relate to members 
of these communities and have stood 
with them. MCC personnel have also 
represented the Mennonite constituen-
cy at a Sacred Assembly called by 
Member of Parliament Elijah Harper. 
This meeting, held in early December 
1995, brought together 3,000 people 
of faith to identify some of the 
spiritual dynamics within questions 
of ethnic identity, power and land. 
The assembly has provided a hopeful 
beginning to further steps along the 
road to reconciliation. 
Within the MCC world, 1995 has 
also been a time of beginnings, with 
cooperation 
management staff transitions in both 
M C C Canada and the provincial 
MCCs. Perhaps most significantly, the 
six MCCs in Canada have agreed to a 
new formula for cooperation, which 
will mean MCC Canada will down-
size as of September 1997. This deci-
sion marks the beginning of a new 
phase for the MCCs in Canada, and 
like all changes it will entail some dif-
ficulties as we develop new and less 
centralized ways to work together. 
The change, however, is based on 
an essential continuity of vision: to 
offer ourselves "In the name of 
Christ" to our brothers and sisters, 
abroad and in our own countries, 
who are most in need. • I n this year of MCC's anniversary 
celebration, we remember with grati-
tude the faithfulness of the many sup-
porters who in the past 75 years have 
given so freely of their time, talents 
and resources to enable us to serve on 
their behalf. 
M C C in Canada is a family of six 
organizations in eight offices from the 
Maritimes to the West Coast. M C C 
volunteers in Canada serve from 
Rigolet to Port Hardy, from Little 
Buffalo to Montreal, in development 
and education projects, in cities and 
villages, "In the name of Christ." 
The past year illustrates some of 
the continuing uncertainties of the 




In 1995 MCC sent to former Yugoslavia: 
blankets 2,471 
towels 1,031 
clothing 10,160 kg/22,353 lbs 
layettes 3,657 
soap 16,740 kg/36,830 lbs 
school kits 16,303 
canned meat 19,988 kg/43,974 lbs 
food parcels 2,239 
refugee kits 882 
(including towels, soap and 
other hygiene items) 
Gerhard and Frieda Isaak 
pack material resources 
in Winnipeg, Man., for 
shipment overseas. MCC 
photo by Bruce Hildebrand. 
lavia 
by Mark Jantzen 
MCC worker in 
Belgrade 
T 7 former Yugos 
I t is ironic and sad that in the 50th tire in front of Avda Hasanspanich's 
anniversary year of the end of World 
War II, M C C is again assisting war 
victims in Europe. Major movements 
of people occurred this year in the for-
mer Yugoslavia, with about half a 
million new refugees since May 1995. 
M C C has responded primarily by 
assisting local Christian organizations 
to alleviate their people's suffering. 
Duhovna Stvarnost (Croatian for 
Spiritual Reality), a Baptist publishing 
house, is MCC's primary partner for 
relief to Muslim and Croat parts of 
Bosnia. MCC's ties with this organiza-
tion go back over 20 years. Duhovna 
Stvarnost found itself turning into a 
relief agency out of necessity. Ivan 
Vacek is their director for Bosnia. 
MCC's distribution of school sup-
plies in Bosnia started two years ago 
when one of Ivan's trucks had a flat 
house in Olovo, 30 kilometers/18 
miles from Sarajevo. Avda helped fix 
the tire and then told Ivan he was an 
elementary school principal. He was 
working to open schools, in garages 
and basements, after normal schools 
had been closed for two years due to 
the war. School buildings were 
destroyed, he lacked textbooks and 
paper, but he was determined. Avda 
asked Ivan for notebooks for his 
pupils. Ivan passed the request on to 
MCC, which in turn asked North 
American churches for help. The 
response was overwhelming, with 
16,303 school kits sent so far. 
German Mennonites are another 
important partner for MCC in Bosnia. 
The German Mennonite Peace 
Committee coordinates international 
and local volunteers in three Bosnian 
towns. German Mennonite relief 
agencies keep a truck on the road all 
the time bringing supplies to Bosnia 
and on occasion to Belgrade, Serbia. 
In Belgrade, MCC works with 
Bread of Life, a relief organization 
founded by the First Baptist and 
Pentecostal congregations in response 
to refugees who started arriving there 
four years ago. Starting from scratch, 
in a formerly Communist country 
where social work by churches was 
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This baptism service, 
including refugees, 
takes place at the 
Pentecostal Temple 
of the Holy Trinity, a 
sponsoring church of 
Bread of Life (see 
article). MCC photo 
by Howard Zehr. 
forbidden, Bread of Life now provides 
food packages to some 3,000 refugee 
families or about 12,000 people each 
month. An important part of every 
package is M C C canned beef. 
Meat plays an important role in 
the Yugoslav culture. Several national 
dishes require ground beef, but meat 
is unaffordable for most refugees. 
M C C canned beef helps families 
reclaim some sense of normalcy. 
Thousands of refugees have heard the 
story of the M C C canner and appreci-
ate the love that goes into this project, 
and the high quality of product. 
Our partners in the former 
Yugoslavia also distribute material aid 
from MCC. They want people to see 
a Christianity of love in action instead 
of a Christianity at war. This builds 
bridges to the Muslim community 
that has suffered tremendously at the 
hands of Christians. 
In addition to relief, M C C helps 
our partners with the longer-term goal 
of reconciliation and lasting peace. 
Whatever the politicians signed at 
Dayton, Ohio, a lot of work is 
required to overcome the pain and 
anguish of this war. An MCC worker 
serves with the Christian Information 
Service (CIS) in Zagreb, Croatia. CIS 
is deliberately shifting its focus from 
being a press agency and relief coordi-
nator to peace and reconciliation 
work. A weekly Peace Circle brings 
religious leaders from many traditions 
together to think and pray about ways 
to increase peace and reconciliation. 
MCC also helped with a recent semi-
nar on conflict resolution for Bread of 
Life workers. 
The needs in the former Yugoslavia 
will continue for years. It will be a 
long time before refugees can return 
home, and for many it will be impos-
sible. Forgiveness and reconciliation 
will take even longer. Yet out of the 
pain and destruction of the war, God 
is raising up local people and organi-
zations to address these challenges. 
MCC is fortunate to be invited to 
walk with these courageous Christians 
as they work to build lasting peace in 
the region. • 
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I 
by Ann Martin 
MCC East Asia 
"They shall live Secretary 
in safety and no 
one shall make 
them afraid" 
(Ezekiel 34:28). 
A Lao woman rises at dawn to scour 
the forest for wood to kindle a fire 
before her family awakes. This simple, 
everyday act could prove life threaten-
ing. Bombs dropped more than 20 
years ago when the U.S. war in 
Vietnam spilled over into Laos contin-
ue to pose danger. 
But in Xieng Khouang Province, 
northern Laos, people feel a little safer 
due to Mennonite Central 
Committee's bomb cleanup efforts. 
"Now when we go into the forest to 
look for bamboo shoots, collect fire-
wood or catch birds to eat, and we 
find a bomb, we mark it and tell the 
village leader. He notifies the demoli-
tion team," says Kham Me. In 1995 
an MCC-supported unexploded ord-
nance (UXO) demolition team safely 
destroyed 272 cluster bomblets, 127 
artillery shells and dozens of other 
types of ordnance in Nanou village 
where Kham Me lives. 
Thousands of Mennonites and 
Brethren in Christ people in North 
America made MCC's work in Laos 
possible. 
• For two years Clarence Overholt, 
80, went "wherever the door was 
open," mostly to church groups in 
Ohio, to tell of Laos' tragedy, raising 
some $30,000 U.S. 
• Youth in British Columbia 
amassed more than $60,000 Cdn., 
forcing the three men who had chal-
lenged them to raise funds to shave 
their heads. 
• Lombard (111.) Mennonite Church 
pledged to sponsor several days of 
clearing in Pakhom Village, Laos. 
Their goal was to raise $1,000 U.S.; 
they ended up with more than triple 
that amount. 
The Laos UXO project also 
"prompted young people to talk 
about the problems of militarism," 
observes one MCC staff person. "In 
Laos people are suffering because of 
something we did, so we should help 
them," says Beth Peachey, 13. Rachel, 
her 8-year-old sister, explains, "It's 
like if we are playing and make a 
mess, then we have to clean it up." 
Mennonites' advocacy on behalf of 
people in Laos has prompted other 
agencies and governments to join the 
cleanup effort. The Canadian 
International Development Agency 
contributed $200,000 Cdn. The U.S. 
government is giving $750,000 U.S. 
per year to prosthetics and trauma 
care in Xieng Khouang Province, and 
has announced plans to set up several 
schools in Laos to train local people 
in ordnance clearing and community 
awareness. 
MCC's involvement in clearing 
unexploded bombs either makes per-
fect sense or no sense at all. Someone 
recently commented: "Few projects 
are better suited to Anabaptists than 
cleaning up the leftovers from war." 
However, in myriad ways this type 
of project is a poor fit for MCC. 
• The work is enormously expen-
sive. First year—June 1994 to May 
1995—expenses totalled $1,041,000 
Cdn./$760,000 U.S. and second year 
costs are estimated to top $1.4 million 
Cdn./$1 million U.S. 
• The work depends on highly-
paid outside experts, in this case ex-
military explosives specialists hired by 
Mines Advisory Group, MCC's part-
ner in bomb clearing. Huge salary dif-
ferences exist between experts and 
Lao persons who actually perform the 
clearing work. 
• For safety reasons expatriate 
trainers insist on their clearing 
method, although local people have of 
necessity been handling ordnance for 
20 years. For the moment at least, 
indigenous clearing strategies are 
actively discouraged, a policy that 
contrasts sharply with MCC's model 
of reliance on indigenous knowledge. 
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Even an everyday 
activity like gath-
ering firewood 
can be life threat-
ening in Laos. 
Bombs dropped 
here during the 
U.S. war with 
Vietnam continue 
to pose danger. 
But MCC's bomb 
cleanup efforts 
make life a little 
safer. MCC photo 
by Jim Kurtz. 
Why did M C C launch the UXO 
project? Because clearing bombs from 
Laos' soil needed to be done, and 
nobody else appeared ready or will-
ing. MCC's decision to undertake 
this project was guided more by faith 
than by a cold, hard assessment of 
opportunities and risks. The unique 
alchemy of MCC's 20-year history 
in Laos, strong constituency support 
and Mennonite convictions about 
peace and justice produced a 
response which seems, in retrospect, 
somehow inevitable. 
Mines Advisory Group now leads 
this project. But MCC remains deeply 
concerned about the UXO problem in 
Laos, and in some 60 other countries. 
MCC must now decide whether to 
build on our credibility gained 
through this experience with further 
advocacy, education or even direct 
involvement in other clearing projects. 
Ezekiel's prophecy of security, 
peace and deliverance for Israel attests 
to God's will that all people, every-
where, be free from fear and able to 
live in peace. • 
"I felt I had to do 
something. I 
thought about 
how I would feel if 
my mother were 
killed by a bomb 
in her flower gar-
den or if my little 
brother picked up 




Martha Good in 
late 1994. After 
hearing about the 
Laos bomb clear-
ing project in 
Bible school, 
Martha wrote to 
U.S. President 
Clinton. "Maybe if 
everyone sends 
him a letter, then 
he'll do some-
thing," she said. 
The letter Martha 
received from 
President Clinton 
did not talk about 
clearing bombs in 
Laos. "Maybe I'll 
write to Hillary 
Clinton," she says 
now. "I'll give her 
a chance; she 
might take this 
issue more seri-
ously." 
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"When a neighbor 
asks for food, we as 
Tongas do not say 
no. The most diffi-
cult question is, 
when do you stop 
giving? How little 
should you have, 
to stop giving it to 
others? It has been 
a great challenge to 
me when stocks 
have become so 
low and people are 
coming to request 
food. How little 
















M aize bins are empty and many 
families are eating only one daily 
meal in southern Zambia and in parts 
of Zimbabwe as 1995 draws to a 
close. Following severe drought in the 
1994-95 growing season, local 
Brethren in Christ churches, with 
MCC-donated food and seeds valued 
at $1 million Cdn./$750,000 U.S., 
have organized relief programs to feed 
their hungry members and neighbors. 
Albert 
Munachonga, 
a teacher in 
Sikalongo, 
Zambia, checks 
his field, made 
dusty by the 
drought. Without 
maize, says Mr. 
Munachonga, 
people make do 
with eating paste 
made from the 
seeds of wild 
mbura fruit. 
MCC photo by 
Robert Neufeld. 
Canadian farmers provided a portion 
of the food through the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank. 
Over the past 10 years southern 
Africa has had only two years with 
adequate rain to produce a good 
maize crop. Hopes rose in 1994 and 
then were dashed by patchy showers 
that stopped before seedlings were 
adequately nourished, destroying 
some 50 percent of crops. 
Amidst the hardships churches are 
witnessing to God's love and concern 
for all people. In Zimbabwe Brethren 
in Christ leaders, along with local 
government officers, are distributing 
food to large families with no wage 
earners and to widows and orphans. 
Zimbabwe media lauded this effort 
that fed some 100,000 people over a 
six-month period, calling it the coun-
try's best model for reaching those 
who need help. 
In Zambia churches have organized 
"food-for-work" programs where 
people receive food in exchange for 
labor on community projects such as 
roads and school buildings. This pro-
gram will feed some 6,000 people 
over a year. 
"It is really hard to penetrate 
through to people with the gospel if 
they are suffering. If they have not 
had meals for several days, and you 
preach to them, it is as though you are 
joking because their immediate need is 
not met," explained Rev. 
Hamakungandu. "At the same time 
we do not want to have 'food 
Christians' or 'relief Christians.'" 
"But the question still remains the 
same as the one Jesus asked Philip 
when he saw the crowds: 'Where can 
we find food to feed these people?' We 
cannot ignore physical needs but we 
also need to give them hope that is 
only found in Christ Jesus," added 
Rev. Hamakungandu, a teacher at the 
Sikalongo Bible Institute. 
MCC's food aid has been a signifi-
cant symbol that North Americans 
have not forgotten the people of 
Zambia. 
"It is difficult when you try to 
think how and where you are going to 
get food," commented Pastor 
Hamasera of Macha Brethren in 
Christ Church. "But I can see that 
MCC supporters are giving from the 
bottom of their hearts to help 
Christians across the sea." 
In southern Africa and else-
where MCC aims to work with 
churches, helping them with their mis-
sion and work rather than planning 
MCC projects and bypassing the wis-
dom of local Christians. 
Before the October 1995 planting 
season, churches distributed 50 metric 
tons of MCC-supplied maize and 
groundnut seeds. Christians in south-
ern Africa appeal to Christians every-
where to join them in praying for a 
bountiful harvest in 1996. • 





by Dwight J. McFadden, Jr. 
Personnel Services 
Director 
M a n y of us remember how we were 
called to serve with M C C or another 
church agency. We often connect the 
memory to a specific person who tele-
phoned, wrote a letter, invited us to a 
meal, shared information or just 
tapped us on the shoulder. 
One M C C worker told me he was 
considering seminary when he got a 
call from an M C C representative who 
challenged him to consider service 
with MCC. The M C C worker states, 
"In that phone call he gave me a 
choice of three locations, made a sug-
gestion of one, I said 'OK' and I was 
on my way overseas. This MCC 
opportunity to serve transformed my 
life," he now says. 
Not every M C C experience or call 
is this dramatic and speedy. Yet each 
is significant. 
Bev and Rick Binder served in 
Egypt with M C C and then resettled in 
Abbotsford, B.C. They both entered 
teaching positions, while sharing the 
job of raising their children. At about 
this time we were looking for repre-
sentatives for northern Sudan. We 
needed strong, relational people, one 
of whom could take a teaching assign-
ment. We contacted Bev and Rick 
and, after prayer and processing with 
family, their small group and friends, 
they decided they were the people we 
needed and that God was calling them 
to a country torn by war. 
Cindy Wiebe, a registered nurse 
from Winnipeg, Man., serves at the 
St. Thomas Health Clinic in New 
Orleans, La. Cindy accepted this 
assignment knowing she would be the 
only volunteer in the MCC unit until 
new volunteers were found. She faced 
the challenges of adjusting to life in 
New Orleans without the support and 
camaraderie of fellow volunteers. 
Fifteen months later three new volun-
teers arrived. 
Cindy's commitment to service, in 
a less than ideal situation, enabled her 
to contribute positively to the clinic. 
Reflecting on her experience in New 
Orleans, Cindy says she loves the 
work and the vibrant community in 
which her work is rooted. The city's 
energy and the spirit of the St. 
Thomas community gave Cindy a 
unique opportunity to increase her 
understanding of racism and other 
social issues common to the United 
States and Canada. 
We need folks like these and many 
more. 
The 927 workers who served with 
MCC in 1995 in 57 countries, includ-
ing Canada and the United States, 
enabled your ministry to be high-
touch in an increasingly high-tech age. 
In 1996 we will be recruiting for 
165 new workers—57 economic and 
technical workers, 12 agriculturists, 
11 community development workers, 
38 teachers, 13 health workers, 34 
social service workers—willing to be 
part of the lifeline connecting us with 
others in need. The list of assignments 
will continue to grow, likely to some 
260. We also welcome discussion with 
you about assignment possibilities 
outside of the above categories. Is 
God calling you to serve with MCC? • 
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Darker areas on 
this map indicate 
countries where 
MCC had workers 
during 1995. 
Personnel 
In service on November 30,1995 
by country and continent 
Africa 119 
Botswana 8 

















East Asia 31 
China 8 



















Latin America 122 
Bolivia 26 
Brazil 14 
Costa Rica 2 













West Bank 8 
North America 546 
Total U.S. Service Workers 127 
Total U.S. Salaried Staff 159 
Total Cdn. Service Workers 145 
Total Cdn. Salaried Staff 115 
Grand Total 927 
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shops, sales and 
houses—account-
ed for just over 




only part of the 
picture. Untold 
hours of volun-
teer time were 
equally vital and 
enabled MCC to 
channel 88.6 per-
cent of income to 
program. 
Consolidated income 
Mennonite Central Committee, from sup-
porters in three continents, received $62.1 
million Cdn./$45.3 million U.S. in the last 
fiscal year. This was down 4 percent from 
the record level of contributions in 1994 but 
met budgeted expectations for 1995. 
SELFHELP Crafts of the World sales and 
income from thrift shop, relief sale and 
housebuilding increased by 8 and 4 percent 
respectively. Gifts-in-kind and cash gifts 
decreased by 3 and 4 percent respectively, 
in part because in 1995 no single event 
generated contributions like the Rwanda 
crisis of 1994. 
The largest decrease from 1994 was 
in governmental grants, which declined by 
1.6 million Cdn./$1.2 million U.S. A 
reduction in Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) grants and 
fewer CIDA-funded food shipments 
accounted for this decline. 
Consolidated expenses 
Consolidated expenses for all MCC 
offices totaled $64.7 million Cdn./$47.2 mil-
lion U.S. This is $2.6 million Cdn./$1.9 mil-
lion U.S. more than income and up three 
percent from 1994. Both increases were 
largely due to 1995 expenditure of desig-
nated funds received in 1994 when income 
exceeded expenses by nearly $1.3 million 
Cdn/$1 million U.S. 
Our Asia and SELFHELP Crafts 
programs were the two largest sectors of 
activity in 1995; each accounted for about 
19 percent of total expenses. The largest 
shift occurred in the African program where 
expenses declined by $5.5 million Cdn./$4 
million U.S. due to reduced food shipments. 
Our program in Europe and the former 
Soviet Union program grew significantly, by 
$1 million Cdn./$0.75 million U.S. 
Administrative overhead costs were 11.4 
percent of the total. 
These consolidated data summarize 
the activity of 12 MCC entities as reported 
in seven different financial statements in 
Canada and the United States. Copies of 
audited financial statements may be 
obtained from local MCC offices. • 
by Berry Friesen 
Administration and 
Resources Director 



















MCC Consolidated Expenses 
$47,179,000 U.S. 
Support/fundraising 












Other overseas Middle East 
1.7 million 1.9 million 
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6 % 4 % 
Economic/technical 
Education 1 .5 million 
2.1 million 
MCC U.S. 
In U.S. dollars. 
For 12 months ended November 30, 1995. 
We received $4,205,000 from: 
contributions 
grants 
programs that earn revenue 
gifts in kind such as food, clothing, bedding 
other income 
TOTAL income received was 
We used $4,225,000 for: 
Community Service work_ 
Leadership development for youth of color 
Short-term youth programs 
Peace and Justice work 
Regional offices 
Developmental disabilities/mental health work 
Fundraising 
Collecting material resources 
Distributing gifts in kind 
Executive office and support _ 


















Fund balances were reduced by $20,000 
MCC International 
In U.S. dollars. 
For 12 months ended November 30, 1995. 
MCC Canada 
In Canadian dollars. 
For 12 months ended August 31, 1995. 




grants from non-governmental agencies _ 
grants from government agencies 
sales of SELFHELP Crafts items 
earnings from investments 
programs that earn revenue 
other sources 
gifts in kind from Canadian donors 
gifts in kind from U.S. donors 
TOTAL income was 
We used $33,244,000 for 
agricultural work 
emergency assistance 




religious and peace work 
SELFHELP Crafts activities 
support and fund raising activities _ 
gifts in kind distributed 






























We received $22,180,000 from: 
donations, relief sales, thrift shops 
the Canadian International Development Agency 
projects that earn revenue 1 
sales of SELFHELP Crafts items 
donations and grants for food distribution 
(Canadian Foodgrains Bank) 
TOTAL income was 
We used $2,710,000 in Canada for: 
programs in Canada 











We used $20,330,000 overseas: 
to ship food overseas (Canadian Foodgrains Bank) $9,050,000 
to pay SELHELP artisans and get their crafts to stores 2,780,000 
to support the relief and development 
work of Mennonite Central Committee 8,500,000 
TOTAL spending was $23,040,000 
Fund balances were reduced by3 $860,000 
1 includes sale of low German books, papers and reimbursements 
from programs in Atlantic Canada 
2 conservative colony Mennonites in Canada and Mexico 
3 we shipped food this year that we received the end of last year 
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crafts of the world 
I n the Fall issue of Foreign Affairs we 
read that the growing global unem-
ployment crisis is greater than at any 
time since the depression of the 
1930s. One person of every three in 
the world's eligible labor force is 
under- or unemployed. Many people 
in many countries, including our own, 
do not have even the prospect of a 
job. Every day in 1995 at SELFHELP 
Crafts we received a request from a 
new group asking us for work. 
In 1946 Edna Ruth Byler, Mary 
Lauver and others responded to a plea 
from Puerto Rican women for help to 
feed their families. They began to sell 
handicrafts at women's meetings and 
out of Edna Ruth's car trunk—the 
beginning of SELFHELP Crafts. 
Today some 200 shops across North 
America sell handicrafts from many 
more countries. Retail sales exceeded 
$8,790,000 Cdn./$12 million U.S. this 
year, providing more than 11,500 full-
time jobs in 35 countries. Staff and 
thousands of volunteers and shoppers 
together made this happen. 
The work is worthwhile. Wantana 
Thianhorm of Lao Song Handicrafts 
in Thailand writes: "I very much 
appreciate your help. I love the MCC. 
These people are good not just for me, 
but for all people they meet. Thanks 
again for your prayers. I know 
God has to be with us and help our 
Distribution of U.S. and 
Canadian retail sales dollars 
in U.S. dollars 
We received in retail sales $12,261,000 
We used $12,487,000: 
for retailing costs 4,948,000 
for purchasing crafts from artisans 3,439,000 
for freight/brokerage fees 781,000 
for marketing/information 926,000 
for warehouse costs 1,239,000 
for administration 1,154,000 
Our total expenses $12,487,000 
by Paul Myers 
SELFHELP Crafts 
Director 
Come and join us: buy a fairly 
traded gift, volunteer, host a one-day 
sale, learn about and pray for the 
work of SELFHELP Crafts. Justice 
and peace in our world, communities 
and families cannot be achieved when 
people are hungry and cannot buy 
food. As Jesus reminded us in feeding 
the 5,000, it is difficult for hungry 
people to hear God's voice. • 
Making brightly 
clothed dolls 
gives an income 
and a chance for 
training to this 






group by buying 
and marketing the 
dolls. MCC photo 
by Howard Zehr. 
problems whenever we trust and 
believe him." 
We must do more. We are chal-
lenged to provide consistent, steady 
work for producers, recognizing that 
millions more are vulnerable and des-
perately need work. We are chal-
lenged to tell their stories more 
effectively to communicate with the 
customer on Main Street. 
Our deficit was $226,000 
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Inn. • The youth of the Westheights 
church, Kitchener, Ont., enjoyed a 
toboganning party on Dec. 31. 
Central Conference 
The men of the Amherst church, 
Massillon, Ohio, had a breakfast on 
Jan. 20. • The Bethel congregation. 
Merrill, Mich., reports 29 persons 
had perfect Sunday school attendance 
in 1995. Eleven persons received the 
"Read Through the Bible" award. • 
The Beulah Chapel congregation, 
Springfield, Ohio, viewed the film 
"Come the Morning" on Jan. 10. 
The youth prepared a spaghetti din-
ner for the congregation on Feb. 10 
as a fund raiser. • The Christian 
Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., 
had their annual carry-in meal and 
council meeting on Jan. 28. • The 
Lakeview church, Goodrich, Mich., 
began cell groups on Jan. 21. 
More than 70 people enjoyed 
lively worship with Daydawn, a 
family from South Dakota, on Jan. 
25 at the Mooretown church, San-
dusky, Mich. • Secret sisters were 
revealed at the Feb. 12 party at the 
Nappanee. Ind., church. • Dan 
Bundenthal was recent guest speak-
er for the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, con-
gregation. • The Sippo Valley con-
gregation, Massillon, Ohio, planned 
a praise service for Jan. 20. • The 
Wooster, Ohio, church received 
four new members on Dec. 31. 
Midwest Conference 
Pastor Rickel of the Bethany 
c o n g r e g a t i o n , T h o m a s , O k l a . , 
preached his farewell sermon on Jan. 
14 after serving the church for over 
22 years. In the evening the congre-
gation presented him with a "Rickel 
Recognition and Retirement Ren-
dezvous." • The parsonage of the 
closed Mound Park church, Dallas 
Center, Iowa, has been sold, and the 
church building is now for sale. • 
Pastor Lister of the Rosebank con-
gregat ion , Hope , Kan. , began a 
weekday morning Bible study in 
February. • At the Jan. 21 council 
meeting of the Zion congregation, 
Abilene, Kan., the congregat ion 
approved plans for an addition to the 
north of the present structure. 
Pacific Conference 
The women of the Chino, Calif., 
church studied Annie Chapman 's 
book Runnning on Empty during the 
winter months. Missionaries Sam 
and Sa rah O l d h a m v i s i t ed the 
AWANA kids on Jan. 31. • On Jan. 
20 the Pacific Highway congrega-
tion, Salem. Ore., hosted the North-
west Medical Dental Van from Port-
land. Members volunteered to pro-
vide assistance to the professionals 
who came to give service to area 
needy people. • The Upland, Calif., 
church saw the film "Dravecky" on 
Feb. 18. • The Walnut Valley, 
Calif., congregation planned family 
camp for Feb. 9-11 at Mile High 
Pines, with a speaker, hike, movie, 
and food. 
Southeast Conference 
On Jan. 5 the Highland Park 
congregation, Dublin, Va., hosted 
the Straight Street Ministries Com-
munity Praise Night. 4- On Jan. 18 
the Penn View Bible Institute Quar-
tet sang for the Millerfields congre-
gation, Columbia, Ky. • The Roll-
ing Acres church, McMinnville, Tenn., 
w e l c o m e d six new m e m b e r s in 
December. • The Winchester, Va., 
congregation had a chili supper and 
business meeting on Jan. 14. 
Susquehanna Conference 
On Jan. 19 the you th of the 
Carlisle, Pa., church had their annu-
al spaghetti supper and auction. • 
Mile High Pines Camp seeks Volunteer Staff 
for Summer Season 
Serve our Lord by serving others in this beautiful camp ministry. 
The ministry is located in the southern California mountains near Big 
Bear Lake and is looking to expand its evangelistic capabilities. Is the 
Lord calling you to serve in recreation activities, housekeeping, grounds 
maintenance, or food service? We need help in all areas of ministry. 
Requirements: a heart for Jesus, over 18 years of age, and a high 
school graduate. Must be able to raise support to arrive here. Six- and 
twelve-week commitments (June 17—August 30). Room, board, and 
minimum expenses provided. Various staff outings—including trips to 
beach, Big Bear Lake, and other southern California attractions—are 
just a part of staff spiritual renewal. 
VS Training Week—June 17-21 
Deadline for applications: May 15, 1996 
For more information, please contact: 
Denny Sattler, Camp Director 
Mile High Pines Camp 
42739 Hwy. 38 
Angelus Oaks, CA 92305 
(909) 794-2824 FAX: (909) 794-8884 
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
March 1, 1896—J. E. Stauffer, treasurer of the embryonic 
foreign mission board, described the board's efforts at raising 
funds by appointing solicitors in each local district. However, 
he notes, "we were at a loss to know just what the Brethren 
at the Conference of 1895 expected that we should do during 
this Conference year, as we received no instructions as to how 
to proceed or what would be required of us. As the members 
of the board are far distant from each other, we did not get 
together at any time. Consequently our proceedings are like 
to be unsatisfactory to some of our people, although we have 
endeavored to do the best we could, considering that the 
work is yet in its infancy." 
75 Years Ago 
March 28, 1921—In an Easter article from "Faithful Wit-
ness": "The Lenten season of forty days of religious absten-
tion, ushered in with a carnival of folly and excess, and fol-
lowed by a return to a life of frivolity and sin, is a mockery 
and utterly misrepresents the true Easter, which should be to 
us all the motive and symbol of a resurrection from the death 
of sin to a life of righteousness." 
50 Years Ago 
March 11, 1946—lesse Hoover, editorializing about a 
prayer movement beginning in Washington, D.C.: "We 
have...failed to pray for our government and national leaders 
as we are enjoined to do. And we have almost seemed to 
assume that if a man was in the government he was irre-
trievably sold out to the devil. We do not minimize the evils 
so prevalent in politics. But we do believe that God continues 
to maintain an over-ruling destiny in the affairs of nations." 
25 Years Ago 
March 25, 1971—In commenting on the future of small 
congregations, John Zercher identifies the essence of the 
church: "...not a building nor a program nor an organization. 
It is people committed to Christ, bound to one another; and 
Christ in their midst. They meet together—the time and place 
and frequency is not of the essence—to study the Word and 
to hear it, to share needs, to pray together, to counsel, and to 
seek. Testimonies are given, sacraments observed, visions 
enlarged, fellowship deepened; seekers loved and new con-
verts nurtured. From this gathered fellowship go members 
into their vocations and communities and homes to share 
and to care; to witness and to love. 
10 Years Ago 
March 1986—R. Dale Shaw, writing on "a new 'evange-
lism responsibility' consciousness": "Many of our congre-
gations have a historical stability and spiritual richness that 
gives them the vital credibility that must precede effective 
witnessing and personal evangelism in today's world. I 
rejoice to see a great percentage of these congregations pro-
cessing their priorities and purposes and determining to set 
aside the weights and tangles that can so easily become the 
focus of attention and time. I see them moving on with God 
in winning lost people to Jesus Christ, and becoming instru-
ments of spiritual health and wholeness within their commu-
nities." 
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The Cedar Grove church, Mif -
flintown. Pa., saw the video "Evolu-
tion: Fact or Fiction" on Jan. 21. 
Robert Morey, founder of Truth 
Seekers, spoke on Jan. 14. • The 
Cedar Heights church. Mill Hall, 
Pa., was the site of the Feb. 8 Chris-
tian Holiness Assoc. meeting. • The 
Dillsburg, Pa., church enjoyed a 
potluck meal, devotions, and games 
on Dec. 31. • The Fairview church, 
New Cumberland, Pa., reports 30 
conversions in 1995, and averaged 
72 in worship services. • Guest 
speaker at the Hanover, Pa., church 
on Feb. 11 was Carl Spackman. 
The Jemison Valley congrega-
tion, Westfleld, Pa„ planned a Valen-
tine banquet for Feb. 17 at Schoon-
oever 's Restaurant. • New Song 
from Messiah College gave a con-
cert Feb. 11 at the Locust Grove 
church, York, Pa. • Dave Barnett, 
new pastor of the New Song church 
planting was the speaker at the Feb. 
10 s w e e t h e a r t b a n q u e t of the 
Mechanicsburg. Pa., church. • The 
M e s s i a h Vi l lage c o n g r e g a t i o n . 
Mechanicsburg, enjoyed an evening 
of music Jan. 21 with Gerald and 
Lucille Wingert. • Trudy McClane 
spoke Jan. 10 to the women of the 
R e d l a n d Va l l ey c h u r c h , York 
H a v e n . Pa. , on " L e s s o n s f r o m 
Women Around the World." • The 
Roseglen church, Duncannon, Pa., 





Bundy: Savannah Elizabeth, 
Jan. 6; Alan and Laur ie Bundy, 
Cross Roads congregation. Pa. 
Cain: Christopher Lincoln, Jan. 
15; Bradley and Deborah (Tidgwell) 
Cain, Upland congregation, Calif. 
Child: Brian Joshua, Nov. 14, 
1995; Randy and Suzy Child, Wal-
nut Valley congregation, Calif. 
Cline: Alex Josiah, Oct. 19, 
1995; Eric and Sherry Cline, Antrim 
congregation, Pa. 
Emrick: Jesse Winfield, Jan. 10; 
John and Leslie (Hoaster) Emrick, 
Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Gipe: Kortney Arlene, Aug. 16, 
1995; Kurt and M e l i s s a G ipe , 
Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Grissinger: Tyler John, Nov. 8, 
1995; Todd and Barbara Grissinger, 
Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Groff: Adrienne Lynn, Jan. 23; 
Rick and Lori (Campbell) Groff , 
Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Groff: Hunter Jerome, Jan. 16; 
Randy and Lisa (Jordan) Grof f , 
Hempfield congregation, Pa. 
Hey: Bethany Rochelle, Aug. 5, 
1995; Bryan and Bernice (Thrush) 
Hey, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Howell: Alexandra Grace, Dec. 
21, 1995; David and Marilyn (Sisco) 
Howell. Elizabethtown congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Kendrick: Hillary Rose, Jan. 17; 
Paul and Leanne Kendrick, Port Col-
borne congregation, Ont. 
Lefever: Taylor Rae, Jan. 12; 
Craig and Ginger Lefever, Millers-
ville congregation, Pa. 
Martin: Hailee Mae, Aug. 5, 
1995; Keith and Julie (Hess) Martin, 
Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Mummau: Luke Andrew, Dec. 
25, 1995; Scott and Thecia (Mega-
sari) Mummau, Elizabethtown con-
gregation, Pa. 
Neumann: Kyle Joseph. Oct. 
26, 1995; R icha rd and Kr i s ten 
(Webb) Neumann, Perkiomen Val-
ley congregation, Pa. 
Nissley: Cole Alexander, Jan. 
23; Rodney and Sara (Miller) Niss-
ley, Mastersonville congregation, 
Pa. 
P i r s o n : Z a c h a r y K e n n e t h , 
December 7, 1995; Shelley Pirson, 
Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Rich: Graham Christian, Jan. 28; 
Chr is and Margare t (Needham) 
Rich. Elizabethtown congregation, 
Pa. 
Roush: Kristin Rebecca, Jan. 13; 
/[/[ovey/^/faPPers 
QUESTION: 
What can you 





apple it is! 
by W. Edward Rickman 
W. Edward Rickman is executive 
director of Stewardship Services for the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
When Adam and Eve looked at the tree that was under their care (but the 
fruit of which belonged solely to God), the 
tempter was close by, whispering: "What 
can you lose by eating just one apple?" 
The temptation was finalized when the 
tempter quoted God's words to Eve and 
added just one tiny little word: "Thou shall 
not surely die." He also added a little spe-
cial incentive which promised better eye-
sight, more status in becoming more like 
God, and a new knowledge of good and 
evil. Eve was persuaded they couldn't 
lose. After all, it can't really have that 
much effect, and the rewards sound so 
inviting. So, the apples were picked, pre-
pared and served with mutual understand-
ing of God's warning. 
What could they lose? Let 's review the 
list of their losses as recorded in Genesis 
3: 
1. They lost their uninhibited intimacy. 
They suddenly realized they were 
naked and consequently developed a 
sense of shame in who and what 
they were. 
2. They were forced to spend time, 
effort and resources to clothe them-
selves because of their shame. 
3. They lost their sense of intimacy 
with God. They now knew shame 
which led to fear and they hid them-
selves from God. 
4. They lost the relative painlessness 
God had apparently planned for 
childbirth. That type of pain was 
greatly increased. 
5. The ground was cursed and they lost 
the pristine beauty of the earth. 
6. They lost their freedom from toil and 
sweat. 
7. They lost the freedom to eat of the 
fruits of the garden and were reduced 
to eating the plants of the field. 
8. They lost what was likely a plan 
whereby they would have lived on 
eternally. 
9. They were cursed with the possibility 
of death. 
10. They lost their oneness with nature, 
since God took skins and made 
clothing for them. 
Much more could be said about this 
cursory review of their losses, but the 
point is clear. They had plenty of apples to 
eat, but they decided to eat God's apples 
instead. 
The first principle of man's stewardship 
was established when God put Adam and 
Eve in charge of everything, but reserved 
just one portion for himself. Of that por-
tion for himself they were not to allocate 
any part for their own use. 
The second principle established here in 
Genesis 3 was that allocating God's 
resources for personal use would lead to 
tragic personal loss. 
It is very clear that the tragic fall of 
Adam and Eve was a one-time occurrence, 
but the results of that fall have affected 
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Dale and Rebecca (Musser) Roush, 
Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Routzahn: Brady Elias, Aug. 
12, 1995; C h a r l e s and Missy 
Routzahn, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Sider: Taylor Nicole, Dec. 12, 
1995; Lloyd and Renee (Vachon) 
Sider, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Strite: Caleb Daniel, Oct. 23, 
1995; Carl and Karla Strite, Antrim 
congregation, Pa. 
Witmer: Jeremy Robert, Jan. 
13; Lewis and Judy (Burkholder) 
Witmer, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Young: Tayler Mae, Dec. 9, 
1995; Kenneth and Sharlene (Shank) 
Young, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Alder - Schneider: Suzanne 
Ruth Marie Schneider, daughter of 
John and Jeannine Berger, Welland, 
Ont. , and Scot t Gordan , son of 
David and Caroline Alder, Dun-
nville, Ont., Nov. 25, 1995. at Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Don Middlemiss officiating. 
A s p e r - Boyer: Bever ly I., 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Boyer. Derry, Pa., and Darren J. 
Asper, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
J. Simpson, Mechanicsburg, Pa., Dec. 
30, 1995, at Blairsville Christian and 
Missionary Alliance Church, with 
Rev. James R. Henigin officiating. 
Beebe - Ritchie: Pamela Jane 
Ri tchie , daugh te r of Joyce and 
David Ritchie, Fort Erie, Ont., and 
Bradley Donald Beebe, son of Allan 
Beebe, Fort Erie, Oct. 21, 1995, at 
Bertie Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Don Middlemiss officiat-
ing. 
Crowdis - Martens: Melissa 
Ann, daughter of Lowell and Joyce 
Martens, Newton. Ks., and Patrick 
Lee, son of Lee and Jo Margaret 
Crowdis, Thomas. Okla., Jan. 20, at 
Korner Heights Church with Rev. 
Lowall Martin and Rev. Charles 
Rickel officiating. 
Flagg - Crowe: Sharon Lynn 
Crowe, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wesley Crowe Jr., Wainfleet, Ont.. 
and Adam Wayne Flagg, son of Ben 
and Dorothy Flagg, Wainfleet, Jan. 
27, at Wainfleet Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Charles Mashinter 
officiating. 
Haley - Holder: Trena Geneva, 
daughter of Jack and Betty Perry-
man Holder, McMinnville, Tenn., 
and Adam Hill Napoleon, son of 
Billy and Flesha Campbell Haley, 
McMinnville, Jan. 10, at McMin-
nville Congregational Methodist 
Church with Rev. J. Timothy Lewis 
officiating. 
Hunsberger - Grimm: Shannon 
Grimm, Pottstown, Pa., and Eric 
Hunsberger, son of Henry and Lois 
Hunsberger, Trappe, Pa., June 23, 
1995. at Perkiomen Valley Brethren 
in Christ Church wiht Rev. David 
Croxford officiating. 
Kauffman - Hershey: Joyce 
Louise Hershey and Ricky Allen 
Kauffman, Dec. 24, 1995, at Five 
Forks Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Wilbur Besecker officiat-
ing. 
Kennedy - Fortney: Genevieve 
Martha Fortney and Norman Frank-
lin Kennedy, Dec. 30, 1995, at Fair-
view Ave. Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. H. Frank Kipe and Rev. 
Steven Munger officiating. 
Lund - Anger: Kimberly Anne, 
daughter of Frank and Anne Anger, 
Stevensville, Ont., and Robert Wes-
ley, son of Robert and Joanne Lund, 
Stevensville, Jan. 3, at Sherkston 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Leonard J. Chester officiating. 
Miller - Walizer: Julie Lynn 
Walizer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Walizer, Waynesboro, Pa., 
and David Brooks, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Larry Miller, Greencastle, Pa., 
Jan. 6, at Antrim Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Randy Martin 
officiating. 
Mil l s - M u n g e r : Sara Jan , 
daughter of Steve and Linda Munger, 
Greencastle, Pa., and Joel, son of 
Jim and Sue Mills, Marion, Pa., Jan. 
20, at Antrim Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Steve Munger offi-
ciating. 
Mills - Ott: Karla, daughter of 
George and Penny Ott, Greencastle. 
every generation following. As well, the 
basic principles of stewardship have 
remained in effect for all these genera-
tions. 
Without launching into the concept 
of "tithe" or the meaning of that concept 
in this article, suffice it to say that the 
principle of God's ownership and our 
stewardship has required a response of 
giving love, gratitude, and resources to 
God for his purposes alone. The first 
instance of the "tithe" is found in Gene-
sis 14, where Abram gave a tenth of 
everything to Melchizedek who was 
"king of Salem and a priest of God Most 
High." It is clear he did so out of thank-
fulness and gratitude to God and not out 
of a sense of law. However, it is a shin-
ing example of the stewardship principle 
of giving. When the king of Sodom tried 
to persuade Abram to keep the goods of 
the tithe for himself, Abram declared: 
"I have raised my hand to the Lord, 
God Most High, Creator of heaven and 
earth, and have taken an oath that 1 will 
accept nothing belonging to you, not 
even a thread or the throng of a sandal, 
so that you will never be able to say, "I 
made Abram rich '" (Genesis 14:22-23). 
Abram expressed his absolute com-
mitment to worship with a portion of his 
resources. 
To come back to the point of this 
article, let's move to a passage in Hag-
gai where the prophet is speaking to 
people who have obviously allocated 
God's portion of their resources for per-
sonal use. It is illustrated in these words: 
"Is it a time for you yourselves to be liv-
ing in your paneled houses, while this 
[the Lord's] house remains a ruin?" Fol-
lowing this very revealing question the 
prophet Haggai gives them a very direct 
message from God which demonstrates 
the principle of personal loss: 
"You have planted much, but have 
harvested little. You eat, but never have 
enough. You drink, but never have your 
fill. You put on clothes, but are not 
warm. You earn wages, only to put them 
in a purse with holes in it" (Haggai 1:6). 
The principle is still there. They were 
going on with their lives and were obvi-
ously using every resource available for 
their personal pleasure, but whether they 
were aware or not, the resources they 
were allocating were being dissipated in 
interesting and strange ways. In Haggai 
1:9, the prophet continues with these 
words: 
"You expected much, but see, it 
turned out to be little. What you brought 
home, I blew away. Why?" declares the 
Lord Almighty. "Because of my house, 
which remains a ruin, while each of you 
is busy with his own house." 
There are many scriptures to be cited 
which illustrate the principle, but for 
now, let's skip to the words of Jesus. He 
stated this principle with convicting 
clarity in several different passages: 
What you keep you lose and what you 
lose you keep. 
It seems a strange paradox that 
"keeping" can cause "losing," but it 's a 
principle that applies to every facet of 
life. 
Throughout my personal journey, 
there have been tough times when I 
thought I couldn't possibly afford to 
give. Surely the Lord will understand if 
I use some of his resources for my per-
sonal use. What I have discovered, how-
ever, is that every time I did this, I expe-
rienced personal loss in some area. 
There have been automobile break-
downs, unexpected home repairs, sur-
prise bills, and a host of other unexpect-
ed expenses. Personally, I have discov-
ered that the principle is very much 
alive—allocating God's resources for 
my personal use always results in losses 
that are as great or greater than what I 
had hoped to gain. 
I suspect that the same principle 
works in your life. Whether you give 
God his portion of your resources or not, 
you still give them through "holes in 
your pockets." When you think you 
can't afford to give, remember this prin-
ciple based on God's word: "You can't 
afford not to give." 
What can you lose by eating an 
apple? If it 's God's apple, you could 
lose a lot. 
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Pa., and Christopher, son of Jim and 
Sue Mills , Mar ion , Pa., Nov. 4, 
1995, at Antrim Assembly of God, 
with Rev. Craig Loewen officiating. 
Schott - Schwartz: Bethanne 
Violaine. daughter of Samuel and 
Evangeline Schwartz, York. Pa., and 
Matthew Edward, son of John and 
Betty Schott, Brogue, Pa., Nov. 24, 
1995, at Locust Grove Brethren in 
Christ Church with Revs. Lawrence 
and Shirlee Yoder officiating. 
Shetter - Bert: Joetta Louise, 
daughter of Leroy and Dorothy Bert, 
Newburg, Pa., and Kelly Andrew, son 
of Harold and Carol Shetter, Qrrstown, 
Pa., Dec. 30, 1995, at Mt. Rock Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. Lloyd 
T. Zimmerman officiating. 
Strite - Lehman: Patricia Ann 
Lehman and Ronald Gene Strite, 
Dec. 22, 1995, at Five Forks Breth-
ren in Chr is t Church with Rev. 
Wilbur Besecker officiating. 
Obituaries 
Baer: Evelyn Baer, born Mar. 
22, 1911, daughter of George and 
Carrie Johns Diehl, died Dec. 30, 
1995. Preceding her in death were 
her husband, Daniel A. Baer; an 
infant son, Daniel O.; a daughter, 
Maxine Wolfinger; 3 brothers; and 3 
sisters. Surviving are 2 daughters, 
Bernice Berger and Jane Winters; 3 
sons, John L., Jack Sr., and Joseph 
R.; 18 grandchildren; and 25 great-
grandchildren. Evelyn was a home-
maker, and worked at Waynesboro 
Knitting Mill. She was a member of 
the Antrim congregation, Pa., where 
the f u n e r a l was held with Rev . 
Wilbur Benner and Rev. G. Robert 
Crider officiating. Interment was in 
Price's Church Cemetery. 
Blackburn: Evelyn Blackburn, 
born Mar. 24, 1911, daughter of 
Oarrie and Clarine Yost, died Jan. 
12. Preceding her in death was a 
half-brother, Paul Gordon. Surviv-
ing are her husband, John Black-
burn; a son, Thomas; a daughter, 
Shirley Lescoleet; five grandchil-
dren; and two great-grandchildren. 
Evelyn was a member of the Wesley 
congregation, Pa., where she was a 
Sunday school teacher and enjoyed 
25 years of perfect attendance. The 
funeral was held at Ewing Bros. 
Funeral Home with Rev. Richard 
Ross and Rev. Ernest U. Dohner 
off ic ia t ing. Interment was in the 
Church of God Cemetery. 
Boyes : Paul B o y e s , bo rn in 
1946, in Wainfleet, Ont., died Dec. 
19, 1995. Surviving is his wife , 
Edna . He was a m e m b e r of the 
Wainfleet congregation. The funeral 
was held at Lampman Funeral Home 
with Rev. Charles Mashinter offici-
ating. Interment was in Maplelawn 
Cemetery. 
Church: Herbert C. Church, 
born Mar. 29. 1913, son of John and 
Louise Burkela Church, died Jan. 
21. Surviving are his wife, Freda 
(Balschmiter); and three sons, James 
C., William H„ and Kenneth A. Her-
bert had been a member of the Lock 
Haven Elks Lodge, and a resident at 
Messiah Village since 1990. The 
funeral was held at the Messiah Vil-
lage church, where he was a mem-
ber, with Rev. C. Ronald Burgard 
off ic ia t ing. Interment was in St. 
John's Cemetery. 
Gonsalves: Faith Gonsalves , 
born Aug. 7, 1963, in Morrison, 111., 
daughter of Landon H. and Vera K. 
Charles, died Jan. 6. Surviving are 
her parents; a daughter , Janelle; 
three bro thers , J im. David , and 
David Charles; three sisters, Sharon 
Reimer, Jan Berkey, and Phyllis 
Charles; and 5 nephews. Faith grad-
uated salutatorian of her high school 
class in Nappanee, Ind., and from 
Goshen College. She was a teacher 
at Woodstock High School, 111. The 
memorial service was held at the 
Nappanee church where she was a 
member, with Rev. Glenn A. Gin-
der off iciat ing. Interment was in 
Union Center Cemetery. 
Heise: Ruth M. Heise, born July 
24, 1913, daughter of Lafayette and 
Almeda Shoalts, died Dec. 31, 1995. 
Preceding her in death were her hus-
band, Edgar Heise; and four broth-
ers. Surviving are 5 children, Lloyd, 
Carol, Pauline, Larry, and Ron; 11 
grandchildren; 7 great-grandchil-
dren; two sisters, Cora Vanderburg 
and Esther Pollard; and a sister-in-
law, Ruth Shoalts. Ruth and her hus-
b a n d w e r e i n s t r u m e n t a l in the 
reopening of the Puslinch Church, 
now known as Crossroads Memori-
al, Ont. She was a member of the 
Westheights congregation, Ont. The 
funeral was held at the Rosebank 
church with Rev. David Illman, Rev. 
T r e v o r M a i n , and Rev . W a y n e 
Schiedel officiating. Interment was 
in the Rosebank cemetery. 
Hill: Warren Hill, born June 21, 
1907, in Bertie Township, Ont., died 
Nov. 30. Preceding him in death 
were seven brothers and six sisters. 
Surviving are his wife, Fern; a son, 
Kenneth; a daughter, Edna; three 
grandchildren; and two great-grand-
children. Warren was a member of 
the Bertie congregation where the 
funera l was held with Rev. Don 
Middlemiss officiating. Interment 
was in the church cemetery. 
Kitely: Anna V. Kitely, born 
Apr. 11, 1911,diedJan. 6. Preceding 
her in death were a sister, Florence; 
and a brother, George. Surviving are 
several nieces and nephews. Anna 
was a member of the Carland-Zion 
c o n g r e g a t i o n , Mich . , and had 
worked as a doctor's assistant for 30 
years. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. Eric Stanton offi-
ciating. Interment was in Fairfield 
Township Cemetery. 
Martin: Shirley Martin, born 
Oct. 5, 1922, daughter of Roy and 
Mildred Lenehan, died Jan. 17. Pre-
ceding her in death was a sister, Bar-
bara Sue. Surviving are her husband, 
J. Robert Martin; three sons, John 
R., D. Scott, and David P.; and four 
grandchildren. Shirley was a mem-
ber of the Grantham congregation, 
Pa., and a volunteer at Messiah Vil-
lage and the Brethren in Chris t 
Archives. The funeral was held at 
the church with Rev. Robert B. Ives, 
Rev. Elbert Smith, and Rev. Robert 
Auffarth officiating. Interment was 
in Mt. Tunnel Cemetery. 
Mitchell: Alice A. Mitchell , 
born May 24, 1900, daughter of 
Edwin and Mabel White Green, died 
Aug. 4, 1995. Preceding her in death 
were a son. John Edwin; and two 
b r o t h e r s . S u r v i v i n g are a son, 
Thomas G.; 10 grandchildren; sev-
eral great-grandchildren; a daughter-
in-law, Delores Mitchell; two sis-
ters; and a brother. Alice had been a 
homemaker and bookkeeper for Car-
land Elevator. She was a member of 
the Car land-Zion congrega t ion , 
Mich., for 78 years where she served 
as teacher, secretary, and treasurer 
for the Sunday school. The funeral 
was held at the J e n n i n g s - L y o n 
Chapel with Rev. Eric R. Stanton 
officiating. Interment was in Fair-
field Township Cemetery. 
Potteiger: Edna S. Potteiger, 
born Feb. 10, 1901, died Jan. 23. She 
was the widow of Merritt Potteiger, 
Sr. Surviving are 5 sons, Merritt Jr., 
Fred, Frank, Richard, and Donald; 
6 daughters, Alice Seaman, Eller 
Sellers, Ruth Kessler, Betty Pot-
teiger, Violet Simmons, and Dorothy 
Mul laney; 33 grandchi ldren; 48 
great-grandchildren; 17 great-great-
grandchildren; and 2 sisters, Mary 
Bricker and Ruth Failor. Edna was a 
member of the Mechanicsburg con-
gregation, Pa., and had resided at 
Messiah Village since 1991. The 
funeral was held at the Messiah Vil-
lage church with Rev. J. Robert 
Lehman, Rev.Charles R. Burgard, 
Rev. Martha Lady, and Rev. Mervin 
O. Potteiger officiating. Interment 
was in Longsdorf Cemetery. 
Seitz: Noble L. Seitz, born Aug. 
23, 1929, son of Andy and Artie 
Stuntz Seitz, died Jan. 11. A sister, 
Lula, preceded him in death. Sur-
viving are his wife, Susie; two sons, 
Larry and Steve; five grandchildren; 
and two sisters. He was a member of 
the Nappanee, Ind., congregation 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Glenn A. Ginder officiating. 
Interment was in Bremen Cemetery. 
Shambaugh: Hugh J. Sham-
baugh, born Sept. 21,1908, died Jan. 
21. Preceding him in death were his 
wife, Thelma; and a daughter, Mary 
Swartz. Surviving are two sons, John 
and James; six grandchildren; and 
seven great-grandchildren. He was 
an active member of the Dillsburg 
congregation, Pa., since its inception 
in 1970. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. James Spurrier 
officiating. Interment was in Dills-
burg Cemetery. 
Shepherd: Bethel Shepherd, 
born Mar. 25, 1932, in Drift, Ky., 
died Jan. 15. Preceding her in death 
were her husband, James C. Prater; 
two brothers; and a granddaughter. 
S u r v i v i n g are th ree daugh te r s , 
Donna Ousley, Linda Moore, and 
Brenda Conley; a son, Gary Prater; 
eight grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; two brothers; and a 
sister. Bethel was a loving mother 
and faithful member of the Christian 
Union congregation, Ind., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Daryl 
Climenhaga and Rev. Rick Collins 
officiat ing. Interment was in the 
Christian Union Cemetery. 
Trautwein: Lillie Trautwein, 
born Aug. 15, 1897, in Green, Kan., 
died Dec. 29, 1995. Preceding her in 
death were her husband, Herman 
Trautwein; and a son, Willis. Surviv-
ing are a son, Paul H.; a daughter, 
Harriet L. Byer; three grandsons; and 
five great-grandchildren. Lillie and 
her husband served for a number of 
years as deacons of the Upland, 
Calif., congregation. She taught Sun-
day school and used her canning and 
sewing skills to bring relief to many 
needy persons in Mexico. The funer-
al was held at the church with Rev. 
Alvin C. Burkholder and Rev. A. 
Graybill Brubaker officiating. Inter-
ment was in Bellevue Memorial Park. 
Walker: Mar ion R. Walker , 
born Feb. 23, 1922, son of Raymond 
F. and Clara E. Brumbaugh Walker, 
died Dec. 24, 1995. Preceding him 
in death was a brother. Fred. Sur-
viving are his wife, Alice (Camp-
bell) ; 5 chi ldren, En low, Mark , 
T h o m a s , R h o d a 
Ciampa, and Vera 
Joy S t e v e n s ; a 
bro ther , Rober t ; 
and 4 sisters, Vera 
Russell, Margaret 
Hade, Ruth Iver-
son , and M a r y 
Strite. The funeral 
was held at the Center Grove church, 
Pa., with Rev. Milford Brubaker and 
Rev. George Johnson officiating. 
Interment was in Farview Cemetery. 
Tribute 
Marion Walker was a faithful 
servant of God in the Brethren in 
Christ Church. After his conversion, 
Marion sensed the call of the Lord to 
Christian ministry. He attended sev-
20 Evangelical Visitor 
Remembering a Brethren 
in Christ peace witness 
by Mary Jane Heisey 
"I r emember another nurse f r iend 
(who was working the 3-11 shift). She 
got off duty, came in my room and awak-
ened me, looked at Dave 's picture and 
said, 'so he is one of those C.O's! ' and 
left my room." Ruth Hilsher was in nurs-
es' training during World War II when 
her fiance, Dave Hoover, participated in 
Civilian Public Service (CPS). Living in 
a hospital dormitory in Lancaster, Pa., 
she experienced direct questions about 
her fiance's conscientious objector (CO) 
stand. 
During the same period, Paul Boyer 
was a Brethren in Christ child in a Day-
ton, Ohio, grade school. Many years later 
he r emembered the hard decis ion of 
whether or not to contribute his pencil 
stub to a school drive to collect war mate-
rials, and his conflict with a school mate 
over whether one should love or hate 
Adolf Hitler. Both issues were shaped for 
him by his upbringing in a "plain" and 
"non-resistant" group. 
More than a half cen tu ry ear l ier , 
Ontario Brethren in Christ church leader 
Asa Bearss demonstrated in everyday life 
his understanding of the church peace 
witness. His grandson remembered his 
generous response when farm produce 
was stolen. To men who had taken some 
of Bearss's grapes, he suggested, "You 
come back with me and I will give you 
some better ones." Perhaps best known 
for many years in the wider church was a 
story told by Canad ian Bishop E. J. 
Swalm. He related his fa ther ' s words 
shortly before the young Swalm faced 
military duty without a clear exemption 
as a conscientious objector in World War 
I. Despite badly needing his son's labor 
on the farm, his father said, "I 'd rather 
know that you honored your convictions 
eral winter term courses at Messiah College, then 
enrolled in the two-year junior college program, 
and graduated in the class of 1950. 
Marion served as pastor at Saxton Church in 
1950, Hunlock Creek from 1951-1953, and Cen-
ter Grove from 1953-1955, all in central Penn-
sylvania. In 1955 the Walkers took their growing 
family to Gladwin, Mich., where Marion was pas-
tor for one year. Then the family returned to Cen-
ter Grove in 1956, and Marion pastored there for 
26 years. This ministry was followed by interim 
assignments at Woodbury and Center Grove, and 
on one occasion at the North Pole Missionary 
Chapel in Alaska. Marion also conducted a num-
ber of revival services in area churches. 
if it cost you your life and I must spend 
the rest of my days without you." 
Jeanette Dourte, who perhaps had 
heard Swalm's story, expressed nonre-
s is tance in less dramat ic but jus t as 
important ways. The diary she kept in 
1943, when she was twenty-two years 
old, describes working beside her hus-
band in his CPS assignment in a state 
hospital for the mentally disabled. For 
her, living out Christ 's peace included 
checking heads for lice, cleaning, giving 
injections, and responding to violence on 
the ward. Her diary helps give a picture of 
nonresis tance that is lost to memory 
alone. 
Not everyone among the Brethren in 
Christ accepted the church's peace stand 
during World War II. Some young men 
joined the armed services; other mem-
bers worked in defense industries. So 
some memories of Brethren in Christ 
nonresistance are of choosing a different 
path or of conflict within families and 
congregations.1 
Whatever the memories, nonresistance 
was an important part of Brethren in 
Christ life in the period of the World 
Wars. It 's easy, however, for those par-
ticular experiences and their meanings to 
be lost as understandings change and as 
those who lived them die. But perhaps 
you have stories to add from your own 
family or congregation. 
My doctoral research at Syracuse Uni-
versity is an attempt to evoke what it 
meant to be nonresistant in everyday life, 
particularly in the generations that expe-
rienced the First and Second World Wars 
or those who grew up hearing about those 
years. I am studying church leaders, Gen-
eral Conference decisions, and the writ-
ings members contributed to the Evan-
Marion and his wife Alice served these near-
ly 35 years of active ministry largely on a self-
supporting basis. He was a skilled electrician and 
carpenter, and used these skills to support his 
family and the churches he served. His honesty, 
integrity, and craftsmanship earned him a reputa-
tion of highest respect among all for whom he 
worked. 
Marion 's personal Christian character, his 
denominational loyalty, his faithfulness to biblical 
convictions, and humility in untiring service to 
God and others serve as an example of the high-
est standard of pastoral ministry. 
Bishop John B. Hawbaker, 
Allegheny and Susquehanna Conferences 
gelical Visitor. But I am also collecting 
stories that demonstrate how women, 
men, and children lived out nonresistance 
in the ordinary events of their days. The 
multifaceted violence of our contempo-
rary world makes it important not to lose 
memory of any differing peace traditions. 
If you think you can help me gather 
writings and stories on this important 
aspect of Brethren in Christ life, please 
read the sidebar below. 
'Information on Paul Boyer was taken 
from William M. Tuttle, Jr., "Daddy's Gone to 
War" (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1993), p. 183; that on Asa Bearss and E. J. 
Swalm from E. Morris Sider, The Brethren in 
Christ in Canada (Nappanee, IN: Evangel 
Press, 1988), pp. 35, 227; all other informa-
tion comes from Mary Jane Heisey, "They 
Also Served," Brethren in Christ History and 
Life, Vol. 18, No. 2 (1995), pp. 228-71.' 
I am a doctoral history student 
working on a dissertation that I think 
would be of interest to members of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. The study 
deals with the everyday experiences of 
men, women, young people, and chil-
dren of nonresistant denominations in 
the years from World I to World War 
II. The goal is to collect material that 
has not been part of many church and 
national histories. Stories, personal 
writings, and information on social and 
economic life provide ways of consid-
ering how famil ies , relatives, and 
neighbors at work and at play as well 
as in church activities built the Breth-
ren in Christ peace witness. 
If you have questions or are willing 
to contribute to this study in any or all 
of the following ways, please contact 
me: Mary Jane Heisey, 860 Maple 
Ridge Rd., Richvi l le , NY 13681, 
(315)347-3778, or by e-mail (ham-
den® northnet.org). 
• Lend or donate personal writings 
(diaries, letters) or scrapbooks from the 
World War I to World War II years. 
Loaned materials will be receipted and 
returned at an agreed upon date. Dona-
tions will be given to the Archives of 
the Brethren in Christ Church. 
• Lend congregational or family 
histories 
• Write a letter describing 
- World War II experiences 
- How nonresistance was part of 
or absent from family and 
community life 
- Family stories from the two 
World War eras 
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I MESSIAH COLLEGE NEWS 
First Provost appointed 
in history of college 
Messiah Col lege is pleased to an-
nounce that Dr. Donald B. Kraybill will 
become the first Provost in the 87-year 
history of the school. Dr. Kraybill is cur-
rently Carl W. Zeigler Professor of Reli-
gion and Philosophy and Director of the 
Young Center for the Study of Anabaptist 
and Pietist Groups at Elizabethtown Col-
lege. Commenting on his appointment, 
Dr. Kraybill stated, "I am eager to work 
with the talented team of faculty and 
administrators at Messiah College to con-
tinue their tradition of academic excel-
lence." 
Messiah President Dr. Rodney Sawat-
sky, remarking on the Provost position, 
said, "We wanted a committed Christian 
who identified closely with the theologi-
cal tradition of the college; a person with 
excellent interpersonal relations, who 
cared deeply about faculty, staff and stu-
dents alike; a proven academic with sig-
nificant administrative experience, prefer-
ably in a small col lege; a consensus 
builder who would bring all groups with-
in our community of educators together 
in our common mission of holistic edu-
cation; and an articulate spokesperson for 
Christian college education. In Dr. Kray-
bill we believe we have found a person 
who meets all these criteria." 
Dr. Kraybill has served in various 
positions at Elizabethtown College since 
1971. He was d i rec tor of the Social 
Research Center and chair of the Depart-
ment of Sociology/Anthropology, as well 
as a professor of sociology. A graduate of 
Eastern Mennonite University (Va.), he 
received his M.A. and Ph.D. from Tem-
ple University. His dissertation addressed 
the formation of Christian values in sec-
ondary education. 
Author or editor of 14 books and doz-
ens of articles, book reviews, and intro-
ductions to books, Dr. Kraybill has re-
ceived numerous awards and recognition 
for his work. The Upside-Down Kingdom 
received the National Religious Book 
Award. The Riddle of Amish Culture 
became one of the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Press' all-time best sellers within 
four years of publication. His most recent 
book, Amish Enterprise: From Plows to 
22 
Profits, was pub -
lished last year by 
Hopkins. Academic 
recognitions include 
the E l i zabe th town 
C o l l e g e S t e inman 
A w a r d f o r E x c e l -
lence in Research, 
and the first award 
given by the college for Distinguished 
Teaching and Leadership. 
The Provost is the senior administra-
tor, reporting to the President, responsible 
for academic and student life programs of 
the college. The Academic Dean and the 
Dean of Students will report to him; the 
college is currently inviting applications 
for these two posit ions. Dr. Kraybill 
assumes his new office on July 1, 1996. 
Expansion project for Kline Hall 
With enrollees in the Natural Sciences 
and Nursing Departments accounting for 
more than 20 percent of the student body, 
Messiah's Kline Hall of Science, built in 
1965, is bursting at the seams. Currently, 
more than a dozen evening laboratory 
sessions have been necessitated by a lack 
of space, according to Dr. Noel Falk, 
chair of the Natural Sciences Department. 
In addition, several laboratories—the 
organic chemistry and dissection labs, in 
particular—would require extensive, and 
expensive, renovations in order to bring 
air flow and quality up to standard. 
The answer? An expansion project to 
"provide space so that we can 
continue to offer the quality pro-
grams that we currently do," 
says Falk. The 42,520-square 
foot Kline addition, to encom-
pass three floors plus a lower 
level, will allow for additional 
classroom and laboratory space 
as well as a museum to house 
Messiah's extensive collections 
of North American and African 
mammal mounts, insects, shells, 
and other displays. 
According to Falk, the muse-
um rep re sen t s an impor t an t 
community outreach tool, since 
many elementary school stu-
dents and clubs such as Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts current-
ly stop by the college to view 
the exhibits. "Better facilities 
will help promote the museum 
Some of the more than 200 
North American and African 
mammals that will be housed 
in the new Kline museum. 
as a destination for local family trips as 
well as increase the visibility of Messiah 
C o l l e g e , " says Fa lk . The increased 
research and laboratory space, along with 
new, technologically advanced equip-
ment to be purchased, will serve as a 
boon to our students as well. As more 
and more students become involved in 
collaborative research ventures with their 
professors , the exper ience they gain 
allows them more opportunities to be 
published at the undergraduate level, 
which in turn increases their job outlooks 
and access to the best graduate programs. 
"The sc i ences have a lways been 
strong at Messiah, and this project will 
help to make sure that our graduates have 
been trained on the latest equipment," 
says Barry Goodling, vice president for 
development and alumni relations. He 
notes that many of our science graduates 
remain in the central Pennsylvania area 
after completing their studies, living and 
serving in the immediate community. 
Falk adds, "A lot of the students in 
our departments are very service-orient-
ed, serving in the professional field of 
medicine or allied health careers as doc-
tors, nurses, physical therapists, or dieti-
tians. Many also have an interest in find-
ing jobs that help better the environment 
which God has created." 
A fundraising project, currently in its 
earliest stages, is underway to raise the 
funds required for renovations and expan-
sion of Kline Hall. The project planning 
Evangelical Visitor 
committee, consisting of alumni, parents, 
friends from the community, and trustees, 
will be meeting to offer input and feed-
back as the project progresses. According 
to Goodling, a collaboration of science 
professional—doctors, researchers, edu-
cators—as well as local business leaders 
are assisting in the fundraising. Falk and 
associate trustee Richard Jordan II are 
serving as the project's co-chairs. 
"Right now we're in the quiet phase, 
gathering leadership gifts," says Good-
ling. "We'll probably be in that phase for 
a year or more. We're already talking to 
foundations, and have a number of pro-
posals distributed. We ' re also quite 
pleased to have received a leadership gift 
of $1 million to get us started." He 
expects construction to begin in the 
spring of 1997. 
Dean's List 
Messiah College recently announced 
its Dean's List for fall 1995. The follow-
ing Brethren in Christ students are among 
those who received recognition for their 
fine accomplishment. 
Linda Bert, senior, engineer, Upland, 
Calif. 
Dana Bicksler, senior, social work, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Dawn Bowman, sophomore, family 
studies, Lititz, Pa. 
Jacqueline Carr, junior, elementary 
education, Middletown, Pa. 
Melanie Demler, junior, elementary 
education, Cleona, Pa. 
Rebecca Ebersole, senior, English, 
Akron, Pa. 
Lance Edwards, sophomore, environ-
mental science, Grantham, Pa. 
Heather Engle, sophomore, elementary 
education and Spanish, Ashland, Ohio 
Adam Forry, sophomore, history 
w/social studies cert., Manheim, Pa. 
Bradley Glenn, sophomore, biology 
pre-med, Dillsburg, Pa. 
Debra Guyer, junior, elementary edu-
cation, Oakland Mills, Pa. 
Laura Herr, freshman, music, Mar-
tinsburg, Pa. 
Brooke Hoffman, sophomore, ele-
mentary education, Elizabethtown, Pa. 
Stephen Hoke, junior, English, Cham-
bersburg. Pa. 
Kristin Hornberger, sophomore, ele-
mentary education, Lancaster, Pa. 
Darlene Horst, sophomore, chemistry 
w/teaching cert., Manheim, Pa. 
Rachel Imboden, freshman, psycholo-
gy, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Carolyn Johns, junior, accounting, Nap-
panee, Ind. 
Paul Johns, senior, family studies, Nap-
panee, Ind. 
Amy Keefer, senior, music, Harris-
burg, Pa. 
Eileen King, senior, family studies, 
Lewistown, Pa. 
Jennifer Long, freshman, art, Gran-
tham, Pa. 
Matthew Martin, senior, accounting, 
Grantham, Pa. 
Elizabeth Miller, sophomore, Green-
castle, Pa. 
Cheryl Oberholser, sophomore, dietet-
ics, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Ninita Peachey, junior, elementary 
education, Warfordsburg, Pa. 
Kelly Rissler, freshman, pre-nursing, 
Bainbridge, Pa. 
Kelly Robinson, senior, biology, Hol-
lidaysburg. Pa. 
Jonathan Rudy, senior, accounting, 
Dillsburg, Pa. 
Megan Rutt, sophomore, family stud-
ies, Landisville, Pa. 
Emily Saba, sophomore, mathemat-
ics, Springfield, Ohio 
Dwyane Sollenberger, junior, Bible 
and accounting, Manheim, Pa. 
Gregory Starr, sophomore, Christian 
ministries, Manheim, Pa. 
Dori Steckbeck, junior, English, Mount 
Joy, Pa. 
Dustin Thrush, sophomore, engineer-
ing, Chambersburg, Pa. 
Diane Wickard, freshman, early child-
hood education, Dillsburg, Pa. 
Jason Williams, sophomore, account-
ing, Big Cove Tannery, Pa. 
Wendell Witter, senior, engineering, 
Waynesboro, Pa. 
Helena Yeatts, freshman, biology, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Stephanie Yoder, junior, music edu-
cation, St. Thomas, Pa. 
Sylvia Zuck, senior, biology, Ephrata, 
Pa. 
Singing ensemble to perform 
this summer 
The summer music ministry team 
New Light is available to sing in church-
es and youth camps during the summer of 
1996. Those interested in scheduling the 
group should contact Deb Lucas, associ-
ate director of admissions at Messiah 
College. 
New From 
EVANGEL PUBLISHING HOUSE 
God As Loving Grace: 
The Biblically Revealed Nature 
and Work of God 
A theology based on biblical revelation and informed 
especially by the Wesleyan and Anabaptist traditions. 
by 
Barry L. Callen 
"The Trinity is rightly honored as this theology interacts helpfully with many other 
theological views and clarifies anew much that traditionally has been valued. This 
is fresh material that serves the Church fruitfully and also speaks meaningfully to 
contemporary culture—exactly what good theology should do." Rev. Dr. James 
Earl Massey 
"This work, impressively documented, gets down to the basics of the Christian faith. 
In a clear writing style the author powerfully articulates the unique activity of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and shows how the work of each compliments the 




Evangel Publishing House 
2000 Evangel Way 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
1-800-253-9315 
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WBS 
Check with your 
local Christian Light 
Bookstore for VBS 
curriculum 
and supplies. 
Your Christian Light 
Bookstore staff will be 
happy to answer any 
questions you may have 
about curriculum. 
In addition, most CLB 
stores will be holding 
VBS workshops. 
For more information, 
contact your local Christian 
Light Bookstore. If you do 
not live close to a Christian 
Light Bookstore, you may 
phone mail orders for VBS 
curriculum and supplies. 
Call collect 
(219) 773-4041 
DID YOU KNOW? 
Every time you shop at 
Christian Light Book-
stores, you help to support 
the work of the Board 
for Media Ministries, 
including publication of 




The Denominational Prayer Leaders 
Network, an organization of 40 denomi-
nations which together represent 140,000 
constituent congregations, met in Orlan-
do Dec. 14-16, 1995. The network exists 
to encourage and assist Christian denom-
inations and fellowships of churches in 
mobilizing and training their congrega-
tions and members to pray for effective 
ministry, spiritual awakening, and world 
evangelization, and to work cooperative-
ly with each other toward this end. Meet-
ing yearly, the denominational executives 
and prayer leaders share what God is doing 
in their own group through prayer. 
Harvey R. Sider represented the Breth-
ren in Christ at the December meeting. 
Other denominations at the meeting in-
cluded: The Evangelical Free Church of 
America, The Presbyterian Church USA, 
Chr i s t i an C h u r c h / C h u r c h of Chr i s t , 
Assemblies of God, Presbyterian Church 
in America, Conservative Baptist Church, 
Friends United Meeting, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, Pentecostal 
Holiness, Wesleyan Church, Baptist Gen-
eral Conference, Southern Baptist Con-
vention, United Methodist , Christian 
Reformed Church, Church of God (Cleve-
land, TN), and Primitive Methodist. 
Special guests were Bill and Vonette 
Bright (Campus Crusade for Christ), Dale 
Schlafer (Promise Keepers), and Eddie 
Smith (US Prayer Track). 
The DPLN met to consider the ques-
tion: How can church leaders become 
prayer pacesetters? In addressing the 
question as to how pastors can create 
praying congregations, the following ten 
suggestions were agreed upon: 
Pastors must themselves be... 
• people of discipline and passion 
regarding fasting and prayer in family life 
and ministry. 
• models of prayer, demonstrat ing 
prayer as the basis from which all other 
ministries develop and grow. 
• diligent in planning dynamic and cre-
ative prayer occasions. 
• preachers and teachers on the subject 
of prayer. 
• receptive to prayer partners/Inter-
cessors as ministry partners. 
• prayer allies with other local pastors. 
• seen as giving priority to prayer in 
church board, business, and staff meet-
ings. 
• people of vision who will mobilize 
and organize people to pray toward spe-
cific goals. 
• involved in community-wide, nation-
al, and global prayer initiatives. 
• encouragers and equippers of church 
people whose ministries are prayer and/or 
prayer mobilization. 
Focusing our Mission 
continued from page 30 
sending can be creative in a prayer em-
phasis. For example: 
• Saturate your board meetings with 
prayer. Rather than an introductory and 
cursory prayer, identify major concerns 
and engage in spiritual warfare for the 
first half hour. 
• Each month, schedule a 12-hour 
prayer watch or longer, if possible. Re-
cently I became aware of a congregation 
that has a continuous "24-hours of the 
day, seven days of the week" prayer 
watch. This can be done in 15, 30, or 60-
minute blocks of time, depending on the 
availability of people. 
• A congregation could have an annu-
al month of prayer. It could begin with 
the call to fasting and prayer during the 
first week of January. What a great way 
to open the new year! Or, it could be 
designed to culminate with Easter cele-
brations—a great opportunity to focus on 
salvation and reconciliation. 
• Consider adopting another congre-
gation for a year during which time your 
people would focus on prayer support. 
This could be especial ly meaningfu l 
where a larger church prays for one that is 
small or struggling. 
Has prayer become a serious and inte-
gral part of your personal and congrega-
tional life? Vital, dynamic intercessory 
prayer must replace all forms of mere 
repetition that so easily encroach upon 
the Christian's solid but frail traditions 
of prayer. As we humble ourselves and 
seek God's face, I am convinced that the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit 
will fill us with passion and compassion 
to enable the Brethren in Christ to realize 
250 growing, discipling, sending congre-
gations by A.D. 2000. 
Harvey R. Sider 
is Moderator of the 
Brethren in Christ 
Church 






Looking at 'Cod's Great Mercy" 
Robert Lowry (1826-1899) authored 
three of the hymns in the current Brethren 
in Christ hymn book. Hymn No. 7 is a 
call to worsh ip , H y m n No. 200 is a 
favorite at Easter, and Hymn No. 388 
expresses lyrically what God, in Christ, 
has done for us with regard to our debt of 
sin. Many of you know this grand old 
hymn well: 
What can wash away my sin ? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus... 
For my pardon this my plea... 
For my cleansing this I see... 
Nothing can for sin atone... 
This is all my hope and peace... 
This is all my righteousness, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
God 's amazing mercy in "washing 
away," forgiving, our sin through the 
death and resurrection of the Savior is 
vividly pictured by the Apostle Paul in 
Col. 2:13-14: "And when you were dead 
in your transgressions (sins)...He made 
you alive together with Him (Christ), 
having cancelled out the certificate of 
debt consisting of decrees against us and 
which was hostile to us, and He has taken 
it out of the way, having nailed it to the 
cross" (NASB). 
In verse 13, Paul portrays the natural 
human condition before God as being 
"dead in sin." We had no more power 
than a corpse to overcome sin or to satis-
factorily make amends for it. We were 
faced with a massive debt we couldn't 
pay (like the servant called to account by 
the king in Matthew 18:23-25), an un-
bearable weight of guilt. The testimony of 
the New Testament is that Jesus Christ 
has done something (indeed all that could 
and need be done) to free us from the 
power and consequences of sin. 
The newness of life that God has pro-
vided us in Christ is of such a quality that 
Paul can say that God has raised us from 
the dead (see also Romans 6:4; Ephesians 
2:5). Paul goes on to make one of the 
most t remendous statements in all of 
Scripture: "He forgave us all our sins, 
having canceled out the certificate of 
debt...that was against us and that stood 
opposed to us; He took it away, nailing it 
to the cross." The King James version 
reads "blotting out the handwriting of 
ordinance that was against us..." God can-
celed our "debts" through Christ. The 
phrase "having canceled out" or "blot-
ting out" comes f rom the Greek word 
exaleipsas (exaleiphein) which means "to 
rub out"; "to wipe out, to wipe off; to 
wipe away, erase, to obliterate; to blot 
out ." This word was used in ancient 
Greek writings to refer to: 
the canceling of a debt 
the annulling of a law 
the removing a person's name 
from a list 
the wiping out of a memory from 
one's mind. 
The essential meaning, then, is of wip-
ing away something or wiping something 
out. The work Paul uses for "certificate" 
( N A S B ) or " h a n d w r i t i n g " (KJV) is 
cheirographos and it l i terally means 
"autograph." This word was specifically 
used to refer to a legal note acknowledg-
ing a debt that had to be paid (an I.O.U.). 
The note was in the handwriting of the 
debtor. 
Outside of Christ we are in debt to 
God because of our sins (Romans 2:14-
15; 3:9-10,19-20, 23). Like the servant in 
Matthew 18:24-25, we could not meet 
our obligation to God with our own re-
sources. Being spiritually bankrupt, we 
were totally dependent on God's mercy. 
Central to the gospel is the truth that 
Christ has obliterated, or washed away, 
our "debt." Christ has made full payment 
on our debt, wiping it out. In the days of 
the New Testament, documents were 
written on substances (papyrus, a kind of 
paper , or vel lum, made f rom animal 
skins) that were costly. The ink that was 
used was erasable . Wil l iam Barclay 
notes, "ancient ink had no acid in it; it lay 
in the surface of the paper and did not, as 
modern ink usually does, bite into it. 
Sometimes a scribe, to save paper, used 
papyrus or vellum that had already been 
written upon. When he did that, he took a 
sponge and wiped the old writing out. 
Because it was only on the surface of the 
paper, the ink could be wiped out as if it 
had never been" (The Letters to the Philip-
pians, Colossians, and Thessalonians, p. 
142). 
God didn't just "x" out or cross out the 
certificate of debt—he utterly wiped it 
out. Like wiping a chalk board clean, God 
wiped away our sins through Christ . 
Robert Lowry was right. The stain of our 
sin was such that it took nothing less than 
the solvent of the blood of Jesus Christ to 
wash it clean. A line in the chorus "Only 
Jesus" says, "Only Jesus has the power of 
salvation in His blood." Through the 
death of Christ, God has "banished the 
record of our sins so completely that it 
was as if it had never been." (Barclay, 
Letters..., pg. 142). Our debt is itself cru-
cified (nailed to the cross) with Christ 
and then buried in the sea of forgetful-
ness. (See Psalm 103:12 for a similar con-
cept.) 
Because of God's great mercy toward 
us, our position in Christ is one of no 
condemnation (Rom 8:1). With Lent and 
Easter on the horizon, it seems good to 
contemplate these great truths again and 
to worship. But there is something prac-
tical for us. Paul teaches in Colossians 
3:13 that we are to forgive each other 
"just as the Lord forgave you." I know of 
nothing more constraining than refusing 
to fo rg ive . My guess is many of us 
(myself included) have one or two people 
whom we need to forgive—or at least 
forgive more completely. In honor of 
Christ, le t ' s go ahead and soften our 
hearts, let go of the resentment, and do 
the hard work of forgiving (Matthew 
18:21-35). 
Rick Mailloux lives near Goshen, Ind., 
with his wife and three children. Rick is the 
former pastor of both the Christian Union and 
the Nappanee Brethren in Christ congrega-
tions. 
MCC Conciliation Staff 
M e n n o n i t e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e is 
accept ing appl ica t ions fo r Mennon i t e 
Conciliation Service Staff Associate in 
Akron, Pa. This 3-year, full-time volun-
teer position is available June 1996. Qual-
ifications include a commitment to Chris-
tian faith, active church membership, and 
n o n v i o l e n t p e a c e m a k i n g . A p p l i c a n t s 
should have basic training and experi-
ence in d i spu te r e so lu t ion /med ia t ion ; 
organizing, managing information sys-
t e m s , a n d w o r d p r o c e s s i n g s k i l l s ; 
newsletter production experience; well-
developed writing, speaking, reflective 
l is tening, and p rob lem-so lv ing skills. 
Interested persons in the United States 
contact Goldie Kuhns, 21 South Street, 
P O Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500, 
phone (717) 859-1151. In Canada con-
tact M C C Canada Personnel Services, 
134 Plaza Drive , Winn ipeg , M B R3T 
5K9, phone (204) 261-6381. Applications 
due April 30, 1996. 
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I would like to reply to the "Readers 
Respond" letter in the December issue of 
the Evangelical Visitor concerning the 
belief that my work at Speaker's Corner 
and the debate at Cambridge University 
"do not honor God or call people to faith 
in Jesus Christ." There are probably many 
in the denomination with similar con-
cerns. This is inevitable, as what I am 
doing is admittedly new and controver-
sial. 
Let me say from the outset that I, and 
those who work with me, do not set out to 
"publicly humiliate Muslims." Our pri-
mary intent is and has always been to 
defend the gospel, and to preach Christ 
crucified. That is not to say, however, 
that truth will not humiliate. The humili-
ation which is being evidenced by the 
Muslims today has little to do with my 
tactics and everything to do with the con-
tent of my material, and that, I feel, is 
perfectly legitimate. Because the data is 
true, it does not dishonor God when we 
use it just because it may humiliate the 
Muslims to whom it is directed. 
Let 's take Christ as an example. Did 
he publicly humiliate his adversaries and 
discredi t e lements of their fa i th? Of 
course he did. Look at Matthew 23:13-33, 
where he calls the Pharisees "hypocrites, 
blind guides, snakes, and a brood of 
vipers!" Would you not say that he also 
humiliated the money changers in Luke 
19:45? Yes indeed, for we can read in 
verse 47 that it was because of these 
actions that the leaders of the Jews sought 
to kill him. Why then do we castigate 
those who do likewise today? 
It may be that the writer does not like 
the vehicle that I use for communicating 
the material against Islam. That takes fur-
ther explanation. The reason for the uni-
versity debates and preaching at Speak-
er 's Corner has only come about recently 
due to the adverse and aggressive ap-
proach the Muslims are taking against 
Christianity here in England. Islam is on 
the offensive, attacking us vociferously 
on all fronts, denouncing our Scriptures, 
our belief in Christ, and ridiculing our 
history as well as our current witness. It is 
l eg i t imate to say that Mus l ims now 
believe Christianity simply has no credi-
bility, and will soon be replaced by Islam, 
"the true and final revelation," within our 
generation. It is this message they are 
preaching and to good effect, so much so 
that over 20,000 mostly English women 
have now converted to Islam in the past 
ten years, with that number growing 
daily. 
And what have we done to stop this 
newly aggressive evangelist ic stance 
taken by Islam? Certainly here in Eng-
land there are few Christians who are 
standing up to defend themselves against 
these attacks. Whether it is through fear, 
ignorance or simple lethargy, the church 
has refused to defend that which they 
believe, and I find my job increasingly an 
isolated and lonely affair. 
Let's be honest. The battle is engaged, 
and for too long we have been losing it 
big time. Meanwhile, we have been given 
one of the key weapons with which to 
fight the battle, ironically by the very 
people who a century ago sought to do 
the same with our own Scriptures—the 
liberal scholars of the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Christians who went before us 
did not flee and hide from such attacks, 
but set to work to find a ready defense, so 
that today any lay person can walk into a 
Christian bookstore and read the many 
volumes by the Josh McDowells of the 
Christian community on how to defend 
our beliefs from such attacks. Our faith 
stands resolute because we have confi-
dence in the authority for the revelation 
which gives credence to that faith. If no 
one had done that hard and painful work, 
would we be so bold in asserting that the 
Bible is truly the Word of God? I think 
not. And the rest of the world would have 
dismissed us as mere fanatics who based 
our faith on a book which has little evi-
dence for that which we read in 2 Timo-
thy 3:15-16. 
It is the Scripture which ask us to be 
critical, and it is the Scripture which also 
admonishes us to "always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks [us] 
to give the reason for the hope that [we] 
have" (1 Peter 3:15). That injunction per-
tains to all of us. Are those who read this 
letter prepared to defend that which they 
believe? The author of the December let-
ter says that the only credible way to do 
so is by a "witness to Christ [in us]"...and 
by showing how that witness "changes 
everything." Fine, no one says you should 
do any different. The Muslim, however, 
will throw it right back in your face and 
say it is a corrupt witness, authenticated 
by an even more corrupted Scripture. 
How will you answer him? He will tell 
you that the proof for his contention can 
be found in the witness of Christians in 
the West compared with those in Islam. It 
CALENDAR 
OF REGIONAL AND GENERAL CONFERENCE EVENTS 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless otherwise noted. For more information, contact 
the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, Grantham, Pa. 17027; phone (717) 697-2634. 
Mar. 1-2 Pacific Regional Conference—Pomona, Calif. 
Mar. 15-16 Midwest Regional Conference—Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Mar. 15-16 Central Regional Conference—Massillon, Ohio 
Mar. 29-30 Atlantic Regional Conference—Souderton, Pa. 
Mar. 30 Allegheny Regional Conference—Five Forks, Waynesboro, Pa. 
April 12-13 Susquehanna Regional Conference—Mifflintown, Pa. 
Apriil 26-27 Southeast Regional Conference—Millerfields, Ky. 
April 26-27 Canadian Regional Conference—Wainfleet, Ont. 
May 11 Messiah College Commencement 
June 26-27 Beulah/Upland College & Academy Reunion (Upland, Calif.) 
June 29-July 3 General Conference (Azusa, Calif.) 
Sept. 27-28 "An Aging Church in an Aging Society" Study Conference— 
Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
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may come as a shock, but one of the fore-
most reasons for converting to Islam in 
the U.S. is through the witness of other 
Muslims. In fact, the vast majority of 
those who have converted have come 
from Christian circles. You will find that 
there are many decent Muslims who also 
use "Friendship Evangelism" more effec-
tively than we do. 
The battle is much greater than simply 
outperforming our neighbor in kindness. 
The battle has to do with truth, with 
whether the Creator has communicated 
his revelation to his creation, and whether 
we can know and recognize that which he 
has communicated from that which is a 
fraud. 
That is what I am doing in London. I 
would strongly disagree with those who 
say that the Muslim world has seen far 
too little of loving witness among Chris-
tians in the West. That is all they see and 
know. Ask any Muslim what his impres-
sion is of Christians. There are very few 
who would criticize us for the way we 
act. What they do say is that we have no 
credibility for the way we act, because 
the authority for that which we believe 
has been invalidated by the truth of Islam. 
That is the bad news. 
The good news is that we do have evi-
dence for that which we believe, and we 
must communicate it to them. That is 
where much of our apologetics comes in. 
Yet, we also have evidence to dispute the 
second part of their contention: "that the 
Qur'an invalidates the revelation which 
preceded it, since it is the purest and final 
revelation from God." This new evidence 
points out that the Qur'an could not have 
come from God, but was nothing more 
than a compilation of later traditions and 
redactions compiled some 150 years later. 
This also needs to be communicated. In 
fact, I would consider it unloving not to 
do so. If you find that offensive, then 
prove me wrong and get involved with 
Muslims in your area, and show me a 




In the January 1995 Evangelical Visi-
tor I expressed concern for the way in 
which Conservative Christians in Amer-
ica have allied themselves to the political 
right wing. With the passage of a year, I 
am not inclined to retract the expression 
of misgiving and concern: the alignment 
of conservative Christianity with right-
wing politics in the United States has seri-
ously affected the perception of the Chris-
tian gospel, not only by an observing 
public, but also by people who identify 
with the Religious Right. 
To be sure, certain items of the right 
wing agenda are consistent with Christian 
values: human life should have legal pro-
tection before birth; overhaul of some 
government agencies and/or programs 
could serve public needs to better advan-
tage; society 's laws and regulations 
should foster and reward personal moral-
ity and responsibility, not weaken it; gov-
ernment deficit spending is unhealthy for 
society's future. 
All that said, however, the way many 
Christians have endorsed the priorities of 
the political right has created the mistak-
en impression that the Christian way of 
life elevates materialism; gives priority 
to profit-creation over people-building; 
avoids identification with the poor and 
disadvantaged; approves preparation of 
violent response to perceived threats; 
ignores the environmental impact of prof-
it-seeking enterprise; cares little for the 
life of poverty-stricken children except 
that they are brought to birth; and is unin-
terested in the redemption of persons 
entangled in patterns and cycles of crim-
inal behavior. 
The activity of Christians on behalf of 
the political right wing is both extensive 
and high-profile. The Christian Coalition 
distributes tens of millions of voter infor-
mation packets in support of right-wing 
candidates and causes. The effect of the 
public perception of Christianity has been 
significant. Tom Sine, writing in Prism 
magazine (Nov.-Dec. 1995) asserts, "...in 
many cases the popular perception of 
evangelicalism is synonymous with the 
conservative wing of the Republican 
Party. In this, American evangelicals 
have become an oddity. Nowhere else in 
the world...do you have to be a right-wing 
conservative to be considered a born-
again Christian. This is a uniquely Amer-
ican aberration." 
Do born-again Christians need to be 
aligned in this way? What kind of mes-
sage are we sending to our world? To 
what kind of new birth will such a mes-
sage bring people, if it accomplishes any 
life-changes at all? 
Against this backdrop, there is a great 
need for renewal of American Christen-
dom. A renewal which will shake Chris-
tians out of enthrallment with any politi-
cal ideology, and awaken them to the 
supranational, non-partisan nature of the 
way of Jesus Christ. A renewal which 
will enable them to say "yes" to virtue 
wherever it emanates, and "no" to vice 
whatever its source. A rebirth to renewed 
and valid discipleship which takes Jesus 
seriously as a pattern for life in this 
world. A renewal in which compassion 
and redemption shape our preferred solu-
tions to society's problems. 
Such a renewal was given fresh impe-
tus in May 1995, when a group of more 
than 100 evangelical leaders issued "The 
Cry For Renewal," a statement calling 
for political dialogue which moves 
beyond the outmoded categories of right 
and left. "The Cry" acknowledges the 
spiritual dimension of national problems, 
and urges exploration of faith-based alter-
natives to worn-out solutions and stri-
dent, polarized dialogue. 
Among the endorsers of "The Cry For 
Renewal" are Myron Augsberger, Tony 
Campolo, Daniel Chamberlain. Ted Eng-
strom, Roberta Hestenes, Karen and David 
Mains, Ron Sider, and Jim Wallis. The 
example of these endorsers should 
encourage Brethren in Christ people to 
consider alternatives to the religious right 
for channeling our ministries to human 
needs, and for the political expression of 
Christian concerns. 
The statement can be obtained from 
"The Cry For Renewal," 2401 15th Street 
N.W., Washington, DC 20009, telephone 
(202) 328-8842. 
Samuel M. Brubaker 
Arcanum, Ohio 
Contributions invited for 
Dialogue and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters may 
be shortened. All letters must be 
signed. Occasionally we may decide 
to withhold names due to special cir-
cumstances. 
Longer contributions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for read-
ers to express their opinions on a 
broad range of topics relevant to the 
mission of the church and to living 
the Christian life. 
Each article or letter represents the 
view of the writer, and does not nec-
essarily reflect the official position or 
policy of the Brethren in Christ 
Church or this periodical. 
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Dear Paul, 
I ran across an ad in the local newspaper a couple of 
months ago that I have not been able to get out of my mind. It 
read, in part, "The Interfaith ministry with the Gay and Les-
bian Community invites you to attend services at affirming 
and reconciling member churches." Below were the addresses 
and phone numbers of six area churches: an Episcopal, a Unit-
ed Church of Christ, a United Methodist, a Catholic, and a 
Metropolitan Community Church. Maybe the sixth seemed the 
most out of place—a Church of the Brethren—an older fel-
lowship, where some close friends who used to attend our 
church now attend. 
They told us that they left our church because they were 
fed-up with evangelicals in general. They told us that they 
were tired of the mean-spirited, unloving attitudes of most of 
the "conservative" Christians they knew. So now they are 
attending an "affirming and reconciling" 
body of believers, not too far from where 
we live. 
I 've thought long and hard about their 
leaving. They were some of our closest 
friends, and although we still see them 
from time to time, our relationship has 
never been the same. I 've thought a lot 
about the things they had to say about 
churches such as ours. In the process, I 've 
gone back over the words you wrote in 
your letter to the Brethren in Corinth about 
love—"the most excellent way," you 
described it. I 've turned those words over 
again and again: "If I speak in the tongues 
of men and of angels...if I can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge...if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing." 
I have to be honest with you, Paul. I hate to say it, but I 
think in many ways my friends are right. I must admit that 
some of the most unloving people I know are Christians. And 
here's the rub: In the midst of our mean-spiritedness (I include 
myself in this), we think we are doing the Lord some kind of 
favor. There 's a sense in which it seems like keeping the 
church pure is Job Number One. And so we end up spending 
more time trying to figure out who's "in" and who's "out"— 
who we should love, and who we shouldn't—than we do try-
ing to bring healing to broken lives. 
I stand guilty of my own lack in this area. It was a number 
of years ago when one of our best and most-committed Sun-
day School teachers was found to be having an affair. Being 
relatively young in ministry, I felt that we as a church needed 
to "take a stand" in disciplining this "woman caught in adul-
tery." (Does the story sound familiar?) So we hurriedly began 
the process of moving through the steps outlined in Matthew 
18. Somewhere between steps two and three, I received a let-
ter from her bitterly renouncing our fellowship and challeng-
ing the selectivity of our judgment. We had condemned her, 
she wrote with what seemed to be a mixture of rage and 
despair, while quietly ignoring the sins of a husband who had 
brought her nothing but pain and disappointment for nearly ten 
years. We had stood by him. And we had rejected her. 
At the time I wanted to lecture her about two wrongs not 
making a right, but it was I who wasn't getting the point. I had 
been selective in my love—choosing to side with the one 
whose sin was not nearly as offensive—or blatant—as hers. 
She never darkened the door of our church again. 
It seems that my problem is not that I make judgments 
about people and their behavior. Of course we have to do this; 
as moral beings, as children of the Light, we make judgments 
all the time about what is right and what is wrong. No, my 
problem is more with my selectivity in love. I choose to whom 
I am going to extend a hand of forgive-
ness and who I am going to affirm and 
approach in a reconciling manner. 
Ed Dobson is a pastor up North. A few 
years back he and his church were forced 
to deal with this issue in the person of a 
drug addict and Vietnam vet named Carl. 
Carl had AIDS. Later, Pastor Dobson 
reflected upon the Church's response in 
general towards people like Carl. "Every 
evangelical," he writes, "would agree on 
the importance of loving 'your neighbor 
as yourself.' But what if your neighbor is 
gay?... Not that Christians are unloving. 
We love people who abuse alcohol or 
drugs, who are in prison, or who are 
divorced. We love single parents and blended families. We 
love children, adults, even adulterers. But gays and people 
with HIV? Our language here is radically different than what 
we use in addressing other sins or diseases. Here, our language 
is harsh, at times venomous." 
Pastor Dobson went on to write of how his fellowship 
decided to reach out to those with HIV/AIDS. They developed 
an official church policy stating: "It is the policy of Calvary 
Church to welcome people with AIDS in our public worship 
services, to accept them and extend to them the love and com-
passion of Christ." Some time later, a Christian journal did an 
article on homosexuality, making reference to the actions of 
Calvary Church. There in the middle of the article, in large, 
bold print, was this proclamation: "Ed Dobson loves homosex-
uals." 
The comment reminds me that we always seem to come 
back to the old adage: "Love the sinner, but hate the sin." I 
don't know about you, but my experience has been that most 
of us spend the bulk of our time perfecting our hatred of sin. 
We not only hate it, but we turn it into a holy war. We use it as 
a rallying cry, as a fundraising technique, as a way to deter-
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
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I have to wonder... 
are we really as 
loving as we 
profess to be ? 
Or are we simply 
too busy hating 
the sin? 
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mine who in our midst are conserva-
tives and who are liberals. 
And then—and only then—do we 
seek to love the sinner. 
"Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, 
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs." 
I have to wonder...are we really as lov-
ing as we profess to be? Or are we sim-
ply too busy hating the sin? 
I guess I can only speak for myself. 
Yesterday 1 finally tracked down an old 
friend from seminary. We had been out 
of touch for nearly a decade. For all of 
the time that I had known him, he had 
agonized over his sexuality. He had 
done everything the church had asked 
of him, and still he struggled. In 1991, 
he confided to me, he "came out" and 
admitted that he was gay. He said he 
would have told me sooner, but he had 
remembered a conversation we had had 
in seminary. He remembers me telling 
him that as long as he fought against his 
orientation, I would be his friend, but if 
he ever became homosexual, our rela-
tionship would change. He assumed he 
couldn't contact me anymore. And so 
he didn't. 
I apologized to him and asked his 
forgiveness for the conditions I had 
placed upon my love for him. And now 
I know for sure. I 'm not nearly as lov-
ing as I once thought myself to be. 
But I have to wonder...I wonder how 
my friends would react if they came 
across an article that proclaimed for all 
the Church to see: "Onesimus loves 
homosexuals." I wonder what my fami-
ly would say if the fellowship I attended 
were to announce that it was "affirming 
and reconciling" toward gays and les-
bians. I wonder how my church board 
would respond if I suggested adopting a 
policy welcoming those with AIDS into 
our midst. 
I guess I 'm more full of questions 
this letter than I am full of answers. But 
what I 'm really wondering is: What 
would Jesus say if I showed less selec-
tivity in sharing his love? After all, it is 
the most excellent way. 
I remain your brother in Christ, 
O . 
Naders 
Here are a few reactions from a senior 
reader of the Visitor. 
Marcus Yeatts' call [December 1995 
"Dialogue"] for encouragement to young 
men (and young women) to consider 
ministry as a calling is something we 
should all take seriously. It can be an 
affirmation that an interest already in 
one's heart is of God and not a self-gen-
erated or prideful desire. 
Such was my experience years ago 
when my p a s t o r ' s w i f e and Sunday 
school teacher, whom I greatly respected, 
asked me if I had ever thought of mis-
sionary service. I had, from childhood, 
but had never even whispered the idea to 
anyone. [With her comment] I realized 
this was more than my idea. 
Also , N a n c y H e i s e y [ D e c e m b e r 
"Readers Respond"] has a point. Few 
people are won to Christ by argument. 
But some of us need to be convinced that 
Christianity has an intellectually credible 
basis if we are to believe. Are there not 
some such conscientious Muslims who 
need to know whether their teachings are 
fact or fiction? And what about those 
Englishmen drawn to Islam as superior 
to, what has been to them, an irrelevant 
Christianity? I understand that Jay Smith 
has been challenged by Muslim intellec-
tuals and I can see that he needs to chal-
lenge them as well. 
Of course, living the Christian life of 
love and compassion and humility must 
never be forgotten. I remember that Jesus 
confronted his generation, and that, of 
course, is why he was hated. 
It 's been said that the first Christians 
"out-lived, out-thought, and out-died the 
pagans" and thus won the day. Might our 
generat ion not need to out- think the 




Thank you for your wise warning 
against the profi teering predictors of 
Christ 's soon return [January issue]. Do 
you have any idea why people who say 
they are following Jesus try so hard to 
do what he said no one could do, that is, 
trying to establish the time of Christ 's 
return? 
Actually, to the extent that thinking 
about the future can be an incentive to 
better living, I suggest that we start warn-
ing people that Jesus may not come again 
for another 5,000 years. Maybe then we 
could be more honest and serious about 
caring for the world and its people in a 
sustainable, God-honor ing manner. I 
know a lot of young people to whom this 
would make sense. 
If you are interested in reading a com-
prehens ive study of the apoca lyp t ic 
mode, starting with biblical texts, but 
focusing on its impact on modern Amer-
ican culture, read When Time Shall Be 
No More by Paul Boyer (1992). I wish 
that all Brethren in Christ preachers who 
delve into the shadowy world of predic-
tive prophecy would read this before they 
say any more to aid and abet the huck-
sters of endtime scenarios who fill the 
shelves of Christian bookstores. 
John K. Stoner 
Akron, Pa. 
Onesimus, in an otherwise edifying 
column [February 1996] about the neces-
sity of cherishing our spouses, unfortu-
nately interjected unbalanced political 
commentary . Onesimus writes that it 
"really scares me" that two of the main 
Republican presidential candidates have 
been divorced, yet are leaders of the party 
which considers itself "pro-family." 
My primary concerns are: 
(1) Whether this is really worth being 
scared about. 
(2) Why the Democratic candidate, 
who also proclaims "family values ," 
would be ignored when the hypocrisy 
quotient is being measured. 
(3) Why people castigate the "reli-
gious right" and other proponents of tra-
ditional values for their faults, including 
being "mean-spirited," without realizing 
or being called to account for their own 
tone. In this case, Onesimus triumphant-
ly proclaims, upon discovery of these 
divorces: "Ha! So much for family val-
ues." 
(4) I know a number of people who 
were divorced years ago, and are married 
again, who are now staunch advocates— 
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Prayer 
possibilities 
by Harvey R. Sider 
The New Tes tament is very clear 
about some things. Three of these are 
found in our vision statement: "250 grow-
ing, discipling, sending congregations by 
A.D. 2000." The challenge for the Breth-
ren in Christ is to implement this mis-
sion. 
Jesus repeatedly emphasized by both 
word and deed the priority of our respon-
sibility to reach the lost and disciple those 
who come to know him as Savior and 
Lord. When this occurs, such persons will 
both send and be sent to start the cycle 
over again. 
Many scripture passages indicate how 
seriously Jesus focused on these priori-
ties. "You will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses" (Acts 1:8); "Go and 
make disciples of all nations" (Mt. 28:28-
30); "Ask the Lord of the harvest, there-
fore, to send out workers" (Mt. 9:38). 
How will the Brethren in Christ fulfill 
such a daunting mandate in our complex 
world? Obviously some transitory, peri-
pheral, yet important aids include the use 
of technology, the ability to speak in an 
understandable language, and wisdom in 
relating appropriately to the needs and 
hurts of people. 
But we learn from Jesus and the early 
disciples that the real secret of success is 
prayer, not techniques. Could it be that 
we have capitulated to the numerous gods 
of our age, such as sophistication, educa-
tion and tradi t ion, rather than prayer 
power, to accomplish the task of "250 
growing, discipling, sending congrega-
tions by A.D. 2000"? 
I am overwhelmed with accounts of 
how God is using prayer to build his 
church. Recently, at a denominational 
prayer leaders' network meeting, a sig-
nificant evangelical denomination report-
ed a 17 percent annual growth rate for 
the past several years, attributed primar-
ily to an extensive prayer network. In 
addition to a variety of personal prayer 
chains, thousands of prayer intercessors 
are connected to e-mail (electronic mail), 
Internet, and 800 prayer phone numbers. 
I was thrilled to hear reports of congre-
gations (within mainline churches) liter-
ally growing by thousands of members 
because of their prayer emphasis. Dale 
Schlafer of Promise Keepers was our 
final keynote speaker. Just that morning 
he was concluding a 41-day prayer fast. 
He credits the phenomenal growth of 
Promise Keepers to prayer. 
H o w wil l the B r e t h r e n in Chr i s t 
accomplish its vision of "250 growing, 
discipl ing, sending congregat ions by 
A.D. 2000"? We must begin by abiding 
deeply in Christ which, in large part, 
involves prayer. Jesus taught us in John 
15 that fruit-bearing results from drawing 
on his resources rather than our own. 
Zechariah expressed it this way, ' "Not 
by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' 
says the Lord Almighty" (Zech. 4:6). The 
key to effectiveness is quality time spent 
drawing on the resources of God—not 
simply a daily, quick or cursory prayer in 
the morning or evening. 
Astounding as it may seem, some of 
the greatest moments in Jesus' life were 
spent in prayer. Before he selected his 
disciples, he spent all night praying (Lk. 
6:12-14). Prayer and fasting were key to 
his healing ministry (Mt. 17:21). Even 
today he is seated on the right hand of 
God making intercession for us (Rom. 
8:34). His life was absorbed in prayer 
(Lk. 5:16). 
Because prayer is the key to quantita-
tive and qualitative growth, embodied in 
our goal of 250 growing, discipling, send-
ing congregations by A.D. 2000, let me 
give a few ideas to encourage every read-
er to become more deeply involved in 
assisting the church as we strive to fulfill 
our mission. You may wish to consider 
some of these individually. It may be 
more helpful to discuss them in groups, or 
as a congregation. I am also interested in 
hearing ideas that emerge out of your dia-
logue. Your response could create a prof-
itable follow-up article for this column. 
1. Clear all schedules to fast and pray 
one day a month. Some already do this 
once a week, others once a quarter. One 
of our pastors who has been doing this for 
some time discovered it is making a sig-
nificant difference in the worship atmo-
sphere. Use the time to discern what the 
Lord may be saying and to concentrate on 
intercession. 
2. Keep a prayer diary. Each day 
record spec i f i c p r a y e r r e q u e s t s and 
answers to prayer. If one's regular prayer 
list is lengthy, use different days of the 
week to focus on the various sectors of 
those particular needs. As prayers are 
answered, record the date, thank the Lord, 
eliminate the notation, and make room for 
new petitions. 
3. Pray together. Couples have a natu-
ral door of opportunity to pray together. 
Recently I heard Bill and Vonette Bright 
describe how every morning and again 
in the evening when they are home, they 
kneel and pray together. Work or leisure 
partners could schedule regular times to 
pray together. 
4. Birthdays could be a special time of 
prayer for family members. Birthdays can 
provide wonderful opportunities for cou-
ples to pray and fast together. What bet-
ter occasion to discover what God and 
each other might wish to say about their 
relationships? Whole, healthy relation-
ships powerful ly s t imulate the three 
facets of our mission. 
5. E-mail can be used constructively to 
communicate prayer concerns . Even 
though these may need to be worded 
carefully, it would expand tremendously 
the base of our prayer support. Use tech-
nology to barrage the throne of grace 
rather than criticize or complain. 
6. Congregations desiring to focus 
their mission of growing, discipling, and 
continued on page 24 
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250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations 
by A.D. 2000 
Pastors have requested a 
"master" of the Vision 
logo, so they can repro-
duce it in various ways 
in their local congrega-
tions. Thus, by special 
request, we print the 
logo this month in 




"The VISITOR needs to delve into controversial 
issues, and promote a healthy discussion on con-
temporary topics." That's the comment we hear 
from time to time—including a flurry of messages 
last fall to the "BIC-List" on the Internet. 
Some newspapers and tabloids seem to go out 
of their way to be controversial; "it sells papers." 
As a denominational magazine, that has not been 
the intention of the VISITOR. But if you have a 
hankering for something mildly controversial, 
you may find it somewhere in this March issue of 
the VISITOR—especially in the last six pages of 
the magazine. In addition, this issue also has a 
number of less controversial...but nevertheless 
very important...articles which deal with critical 
issues for the Brethren in Christ. For example: 
• The lead article (page 4) focuses on a new 
generational grouping in North America: "middle 
adults." The church lost many of these aging 
"baby boomers" when they were teenagers or 
young adults. Now there is the opportunity to 
reach more of them as they move into what is 
being called "middle adulthood." 
• Eric and Elisa Seibert (page 8) ask the ques-
tion, "When do we rob God of glory?" and iden-
tify several day-to-day situations where you and I 
may be a "glory-grabber" instead of a "glorifier." 
• Harold Albrecht (page 10) argues that as a 
denomination, we need a "wake-up call" to real-
ize that we are in a spiritual war. 
In "Dialogue" (page 26), Jay Smith 
explains the nature of his ministry to Muslims, 
and Samuel Brubaker takes another look at the 
topic of politics and the Christian faith. 
• Onesimus (page 28) asks the question, "Are 
"It sells papers" 
we really as loving as we profess to be? Or are 
we simply too busy hating the sin?" 
In addition, you will find in this issue articles 
on missions, prayer, peace, stewardship... 
We trust that as you read these pages, you will 
be encouraged and stimulated in your Christian 
faith, and informed and challenged to a more 
effective minstry for Christ. Of course, that is our 
goal for each issue of the VISITOR. G 
Speaking of the goals 
of the VISITOR... 
Over the 109 years that the VISITOR has served 
the church, the magazine has seen numerous 
changes. In the next several months, we will be 
taking a long, hard look at the VISITOR to see how 
its ministry in the denomination can be 
improved. Of special concern is how to build the 
circulation of the magazine. 
What are your suggestions for improving the 
VISITOR? What do you like about the magazine? 
What do you dislike? Are there some things you 
would not want to see changed? 
We plan to conduct a survey of a sampling of 
VISITOR subscribers, as well as asking some "non-
subscribers" what would interest them in a 
denominational magazine. But I wanted to give 
every current reader the opportunity of getting in 
on the ground floor of this evaluation. After all, 
you are an important member of the VISITOR 
family. Send your comments to: 
"VISITOR Evaluations" 
P.O. Box 166 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
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Li planted you as a green pine tree, to cool the earth and give it 
breath, to sing to the earth with the wind in your boughs. 
You, my peaceful pine, nest their young when birds lay their 
eggs. Gentle pine, you will protect them until they are hatched. After 
the fledglings are grown, you allow them to fly away. O faithful 
pine, you may never know them again in the same old way. 
In my goodness, I will give you another nesting to nurture. They 
will grow and help others to grow as I have taught them. 
Patient pine, you would protect these little ones from the 
burning sun-scorching words ruffling their feathers-and from the 
storms-times of pain, loss, or death, which may discourage them. 
Nor will you allow the wind to blow them off course-strange 
doctrine that may lead them astray. 
O pine tree, my beloved one, be strong in the sun, storms, and 
the wind. Standing strong, stretching up to me, bending and 
bruised, but not breaking. In my tender mercies I use you as I 
wil l-not as you will. 
You must understand, the chicks are not yours, but mine. 1 send 
the elements into their lives. It's not of your choosing, but my 
choosing. 
Loving planting, you would shield your tender chicks so closely; 
they would always be dependent upon your boughs for protection 
and provision. 
Not for your little ones the burning sun; the heat may dry their 
throats and stop their singing. The storms; those might destroy their 
nest. Certainly not the wind; the worst of all could blow them away. 
But I send the disturbing times into their lives. Then when the 
sun burns, they will look up and see a higher branch-me. I will 
offer better protection. In the storms they may move closer in, away 
from the storm and nearer to me, for provision. When I send the 
wind, the most powerful of all, they will loudly call out my name. I 
will save them from falling into the wrong branch and away from 
me forever. 
It is through the times of trials and testing that my little nestlings 
know me and not the green pine tree that sheltered them. 
Beverly Racier lives in Ashland, Ohio. 
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